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Preparing for the Grand Opening 


With the opening day for the college rapidly approaching, work crews 
worked tirelessly to complete and wrap up construction on campus. 


See back page for more pictures. 


’ News 


CNN Presents to feature 
NECC graduate Elise 
O’Kane to share her story 


Spe 


49 


Sports 


The ressurection of 
soccer at NECC 
has begun 


Eagle Securi 
Stared — 


Allegedly viewed 
pornographic material 
on Observer computer 


By Kim DEPIERO 
Features Editor 


An Eagle Security guard, 
allegedly peeping at Internet pornog- 
raphy in the Observer newsroom, 
was fired in August. 

The guard, “a brand-new hire” 
according to Chief of Security Glen 
Beal, was instructed to turn in his 
uniform and leave the property short- 
ly after the incident occurred on Aug. 
8. 

“Basically, what it all boiled 
down to, he was in somewhere where 
he wasn't suppose to be. He was on a 
computer that he was not suppose to 
be, and he wasn't doing his job,” said 
Beal. 

The incident was exposed when 
Dustin Luca, editor of the Observer, 
unlocked the newsroom door and 
“startled” two security guards who 
were sitting at computers, according 
to Luca. 

As Luca entered the room, the 
guard fired over the incident was 
abruptly shutting down Web sites. 
The second guard, sitting in front of 
a blank computer, rose to greet him, 
according to Luca. 


Luca explained he was uncertain 
of how to respond to the scene, so he 
returned the greeting and sat at his 
desk. After the prompt departure of 
the guards, Luca examined the histo- 
ry cache on the computer and discov- 
ered, as Luca described, “a ton of 
porn sites.” 

An immediate call was placed to 
the Security Office. Beal and First 
Shift Supervisor, Katherine Ash, 
arrived shortly after to investigate, 
according to Luca. 

“As soon as I showed them the 
history and stuff, they made the deci- 
sion right then and there that the guy 
was gone,” said Luca. 

The guard denied the allegation 
that he was viewing pornography and 
defended his presence in the news- 
room by saying he “had been invited 
there in the past by students to relax 
and cool off,” said Beal. All staff of 
the Observer denied this claim. 

When questioned if the guard's 
claim of innocence was believable, 
Beal replied, “We had no proof. But 
you'd have to be an idiot to believe 
his story.” 

Believable or not, Eagle's hiring 
policy includes a six-month proba- 
tionary clause from the date of hire 
that allows dismissal from employ- 
ment without explanation. The man 
in question had a three-week history 
with the company, according to Beal. 


See Security Guard, page 8 


Tech Center and Behrakis open 


Spurk Building 
selected as next 
building to be redone 


By DustTIN LUCA 
Editor 


With the Technology Center 
and Ourania Behrakis Student 
Center now completed and open, 
Northern Essex officials are push- 
ing forward with the next phase of 
renovation and updating projects. 

According to Mark Andrews, 
Vice President of Administration at 
Northern Essex, the next phase of 
NECC's “Ten Year Plan” will put 
primary focus on the Spurk build- 


ing after having recently obtained a 
$6.7 million grant to improve the 
building's mechanical, electrical 
and plumbing systems, along with 
its general infrastructure. 

“We first secured funding for a 
new Spurk roof,” said Andrews, 
adding that the funding for the roof, 
a $625,000 state-provided grant, is 
at no cost to the college or its stu- 
dents. “(President David Hartleb) 
made sure we devoted significant 
resources into the infrastructure of 
both the Haverhill and Lawrence 
campuses. We've redone seven of 
eight roofs already.” 

The Ten Year Plan, an objective 
list created in 1998 and initiated in 
1999, focuses on improving facili- 


ties at NECC and further bringing 
the college to today's standards. 
The most significant aspect of the 
plan was the construction of the 
new Technology Center, located on 
the Haverhill campus, which 
opened for business Sept. 7. 

“We went out to Boston 
University, Mount Holyoke 
College, other community colleges 
and we studied their systems, and 
tried to take the best of each world 
and put it into this plan,” said 
Andrews in an earlier interview. 

Another significant change to 
the Haverhill campus as part of the 
Ten Year Plan was the renovation 
and full reconstruction of the 
Ourania Behrakis Student Center, 


which now houses a daily “One- 
Stop” styled environment, a cafete- 
ria, the Career and Development 
Center and the NECC Bookstore. 

According to Andrews, plan- 
ning is now under way for what 
changes may be necessary for the 
Spurk Building and actual work 
could begin as early as the conclu- 
sion of the Spring 2006 semester. 

“We will moderate the renova- 
tions with our own funding, and 
we'll use state funding to tackle the 
major issues,” said Andrews. 
“Planning is an integral part of cap- 
ital success. You have to have good 
plans. By having them in place, we 
can secure significant resources 
more effectively.” 


Andrews also said that a 
replacement for the current seating 
in Spurk classrooms is a high prior- 
ity in the plans for the building. 

When work on the Spurk build- 
ing is completed, NECC officials 
are expecting to create and enforce 
a second Ten Year Plan, which 
could include not only new build- 
ings on all campuses, but also more 
dramatic improvements of the 
already existing buildings. With 
the current Ten Year Plan in effect, 
though, not much is known about 
what could follow. 

“We are three years ahead of 
the plan,” said Andrews. “Now, 
Spurk is the full focus of our 
efforts.” 
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What truly defines 
a generation 


Have you ever wondered what 
makes “us” a generation, or maybe 
the group of people before us, or the 
group before that? 

The reality behind it is you prob- 
ably haven't. Nobody does really. 
We all just live our lives, conscious 
of ourselves specifically and, rarely, 
anything else, as we live out what 
will eventually become history. 

History is kind of like a detailed 
record of the acts of a generation. It 
lives on for decades and is remem- 
bered forever in books, movies and 
stories passed from, well, generation 


So, really, a generation is more 
or less defined by what it does, what 
it sees, and how it responds. 

As you are all aware by now, a 
hurricane plowed through and offi- 
cially devastated one of the biggest 
port areas in our country, causing 
problems that none of us have ever, 
or could ever have, been prepared 
for. The death toll is unknown, but 
speculation suggests it will climb 
well into the thousands when all is 
said and done. The economic dam- 
age from Katrina is beyond evident 
at the pumps. 

Let's make the generations 
behind us proud, and show them 
what we are made of. Donate money 


4°” BEND TH UN... 


WELL YoU KNOW 
T JUS FOUN 


and blood to the Red Cross. Send 
canned goods to New Orleans. Even 
if it has no impact at all in a tragedy 
thousands of miles away, offer to 
take in a victim. Volunteer in any, 
and every, way possible. 

This is our history, our time and 
our generation. This is our defini- 
tion. Let's make it something that 
will live on forever. 


to generation. Think about it. Your 
grandparents likely tell you stories 
about World War II, and your parents 
about Watergate, Vietnam, JFK and 
landing on the moon. 

But what will we tell our kids? 
Most likely, we'll tell them about 
Iraq, September 11, Oklahoma City 
and whatever else we have yet to 
experience. 


Observer publication schedule 
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Why did you come to 
Northern Essex Community College? 
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The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Spring 2004 Gold Medalist 
Columbia Scholastic Press Assn. 


Anthony Camejo, Graphic Design Scott Sullivan, Journalism Denise Sullivan, Human Services 


“I got my GED here. Everyone was 
really nice, so I figured I would just 
go to college.” 


“I wanted to get my Alcohol and Drug 
Certificate, and I am a previous stu- 
dent of 1967.” 


“Basically, it’s easy to start here and 
work on your foundation, to eventual- 
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“Convenience, and I live right around 
here.” 


“My daughter goes here. She’s much 
smarter than I am, but she is the 
reason why I’m here.” 


“Tt's convenient, and the cost is much 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, ; coins 
less than a university. 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 
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Preparation for a natural 
disaster was not enough 


Preparation, and 
follow-up, of Katrina 
fell below expectations 


By STACIE PETERS 
Contributing Reporter 


As I watch 
the news cover- 
age following 
the aftermath of 
Hurricane 
Katrina's fury, I 
have to won- 
der—why is that 
the Bush admin- 
istration can 
devote so much 
; time and money 
to projects overseas, but not to our own 
people? 

It's no secret that 
funds required for 
repairing and upgrad- 
ing New Orleans' 
faulty levee system 
were gradually 
depleted as the cost 
for the war in Iraq and 
homeland — security 
steadily increased. 
Although $27.1 mil- 
lion was requested for 
improvements in 
2005, the Bush 
administration pro- 
vided less than 20 percent of that 
amount: a mere $3.9 million. 

But the problem is worse than that. 
Initial response to the disaster has been 
slow. Very slow. Despite the early 
warnings and forebodings that a 


Category 5 hurricane was making it's 
way straight for the Louisiana city, vir- 
tually nothing had been done in terms 
of provisions and shelter. Many of the 
residents were unable to leave the city 
on short notice—traffic was bumper to 
bumper, and most airlines were com- 
pletely booked. The homeless and 
those who had nowhere to go were 
gathered in the Superdome, where they 
were eventually evacuated by police 
officers carrying rifles. 

Because of the lack of provisions, 
many people have resorted to looting 
demolished grocery stores. Although, 
in any major city, you're going to have 
people who take advantage of ensuing 
chaos to further their own personal 
gain. It can be confusing—the 
Associated Press published images of a 
black man wading in water after “loot- 
ing”’a grocery store, while a white cou- 
ple, adrift in the same water, had mirac- 


——_—— 


We can fight a war across the ocean 
that has almost nothing to do with our 
day-to-day lives ... but we cannot forget 
that our own country needs to be pre- 
pared for these disasters. 


ulously “found” some bread and water 
at another store. 

Luckily, the President is going to 
make it easier for everyone by stating 
there will be “zero tolerance” for loot- 
ers. 


*2001 Outstanding Program Award 
*2001 Exemplary Program Award 
*2002 Exemplary Program Award 


Program begins in October 


Participate in a series of lectures and seminars! 
Gain vatuable feadership skills that can help you in school and at work! 
Become eligible to serve as a Presidential Student Ambassador! 


Sponsored by College Life & Healthy Living and 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
_ DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 


Nominations now 
being accepted! 


Career Planning. 


For more information or to get involved, please contact 
Student Activities & Orientation Department at 978/556-3731. 


Bush also cut his month-long vaca- 
tion short by two days, so that he could 
view the devastation from the window 
of his comfortable private jet. 
Meanwhile, Secretary of the State 
Condoleezza Rice didn't even bother 
ending her time-off early. As people 
were drowning and starving in the Big 
Easy, Rice was in the Big Apple, enjoy- 
ing a Broadway show and purchasing 
“thousands of dollars” in shoes. 

Bush displayed similar apathy in 
the hours directly after the 9/11 attacks, 
which, if anything, should have 
instilled his administration with the 
realization that terror starts at home: 
That bad things can happen on 
American soil, be it terrorism or the 
forces of nature, no matter how rich or 
superior you believe the nation to be. 

We can fight a war across the 
ocean that has almost nothing to do 
with our day-to-day lives, and we can 
provide millions of 
dollars in tsunami 
relief to a foreign 
land. And while it's 
admirable that our 
country is wealthy 
enough to provide 
support for neigh- 
boring countries, 
we cannot forget 
that our own coun- 
try needs to be pre- 
pared for these dis- 
asters. 

But members 
of the Bush admin- 
istration say this is not the time to point 
fingers. 

Well, maybe when the time comes, 
we. can blame France for building a 
port city below sea level in the first 
place. : 


involved: 


5 Reasons to get 


eMeet other students! 


eFree giveaways! 

eMeet the college 
administration! 

eLooks good on resume! 
eCommunity Service 
Learning opportunities! 


oa? restore pened D CAKE ITA pone fl 


Protect free speech 


To the Editor: 


In the interest of defending the 
public's right to free speech, I feel 
compelled to respond to an opinion 
column that appeared in the previous 
issue of the Observer, published last 
May. The column argued that the First 
Amendment to the US Constitution, 
which provides freedom of religion, 
speech, the press and to petition the 
government for a redress of griev- 
ances, should not protect the rights of 
those who promote racist ideas. While 
sometimes it may seem unfortunate, 
the First Amendment in fact does and 
should do just that. 

Living in a free society often 
means hearing opinions we find offen- 
sive or with which we do not agree. In 
the case of racial diatribes, it also 
means,.one hopes, using your free 
speech rights to vigorously and pub- 
licly rebut the argument. Living in a 
free society also means each citizen 
should understand that the precious 
rights of the First Amendment are in 
constant need of protection. 

Threats to First Amendment rights 
are everywhere, in the form of ban- 
ning “controversial” books from 
schools (these include “The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,” 
“Heather Has Two Mommies” and the 
Harry Potter books), censoring music 
lyrics, and proposing to outlaw dese- 
cration of the flag (would that prohib- 
it tattered flags displayed on dusty 
American pickup trucks?) While 
attending the First Amendment 


Institute for college media advisers 


held at Vanderbilt University's First 
Amendment Center this summer, I 


learned that freedom of the press is 
particularly vulnerable. The center's 
2004 “The State of the First 
Amendment Survey” found that, near- 
ly half the respondents said the media 
has too much freedom to publish 
whatever they want, and only 15 per- 
cent of respondents could even identi- 
fy freedom of the press as one of the 
specific rights guaranteed by the First 
Amendment. The good news is that 
77 percent said it is important for our 
democracy that the news media act as 
a watchdog on the government. The 
importance of this watchdog role was 
illustrated during recent‘coverage of 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, 
when government officials denied the 
enormity of human suffering in New 
Orleans. If the press had not been free 
to report the true ghastly proportions 
of that catastrophe, including the gov- 
ernment's inadequate response, how 
would the public know about it? 

At Northern Essex, we have a 
wonderful forum for exercising free 
speech: the student-published NECC 
Observer. Does that mean everything 
submitted to the Observer will be pub- 
lished in these pages? I hope not. 
Freedom of the press includes the stu- 
dent journalists! right to cover what is 
newsworthy and to select what meets 
the newspaper's established standard 
of excellence. I encourage the college 
community to use this forum for civi- 
lized public debate. You will be 
strengthening your First Amendment 
rights by doing so. 


Amy Callahan : 
Journalism Coordinator 
Faculty Adviser, NECC Observer 


Student Senate 
Positions Now 
Available 


Are you interested in getting involved on 


campus? 


Are you interested in learning more about 
parliamentary procedure? 


The NECC Student 


Senate is now looking 
for 10 interested stu- 


dents to get involved. 


meetings 


The time commitment 

is minimal, and the 

requirements include: 

= Attending weekly videoconference 


=Participating in other meetings, as 


needed 


credits. 


interested Students must have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department for 
more information. 


Student Activities & Orientation 


Tel: 978 556 3731 Haverhill, Sport & Fitness Center, D117 


Lawrence, Dimitry Building L133 
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In just three one-hour sessions, you will learn proven 
techniques that will help you get better grades as well as 
teach you some techniques on how to get the most out of 

college. 


Join U 


September Course: October Course: 
Three one hour sessions: 12-1 p.m. Three one hour sessions: 12-1 p.m. 
Monday, September 19, 2005 Monday, October 17, 2005 
Wednesday, September 21, 2005 Wednesday, October 19, 2005 
Monday, September 26,2005 Monday, October 24, 2005 


Courses are held at the Behrakis (One-Stop) Building Room F-216 


Space is limited, so register early! 
Please call or e-mail to reserve your space: 


Rosalie: 978.556.3430 or e-mail: rcatalano@necc.mass.edu 
Limari: 978.738.7423 or e-mail: lrivera@necc.mass.edu 


A collaborative project between the 
Academic Advising Center and Title V 
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What all new students 
should know about 
college life at NECC 


By DusTIN Luca 
Editor 


Before” “1 
start, I would 
like to take a 
moment to wel- 
come you to 
Northern Essex 
Community 
College. The 
beginning of 
this year marks 
an exciting time 
for NECC, what 
with the new buildings that have 
recently opened for business and all. 
I'm sure you share my enthusiasm 
regarding this recent step in bringing 
NECC into the 21st century, as do a 
few other people here. 

In my time at Northern Essex, I've 
learned a lot of valuable lessons about 
college life. A number of things I 
learned were learned the hard way 
because there wasn't an Editor who 
thinks he’s funny making this stuff up 
for the Observer instead of doing his 
real job. With that said, I present to 
you the top five things I know about 
Northern Essex, and college life in 
general, that you should probably 
know as well. 

You're stupid if you haven't got- 
ten your books yet. One of the cool 
things about this college is its Barnes 
& Noble-owned book store, where 


students can easily spend upwards of 
$23,000 without even realizing it. 
Now, for reasons not entirely clear to 
me, everybody likes to wait until 
AFTER classes start to get books, 
despite the fact that books are avail- 
able, and organized by course and sec- 
tion, WELL BEFORE classes start. 
This often results in students waiting 
to enter the bookstore for a number of 
days, where they often camp outside 
of the bookstore and play card games 
like “Kill the Person Who Drew the 
Two of Spades” and “Kill the Person 
who Drew a Card in General”. 

Smoking is not permitted at 
building entrances, so lets do it any- 
way. People at NECC complain about 
a large number of things, and in many 
fashions. “Books are too expensive!” 
“Jitters is dumb!” “The desks in Spurk 
gave me thyroid cancer!” Sometimes, 
it never ends. But if there is anything 
that people complain about most, it's 
other people smoking at generally any 
possible entrance for any building on 
campus, even if there are signs every- 
where demanding otherwise. A lot of 
people will be quick to suggest that it 
isn't fair that us healthy-habit people 
have to hold our breath to enter any 
building, but look at it this way— 
smoking is a self-curing problem. 
After a person smokes for a while, 
Darwin himself resolves the situation 
via lung cancer. 

Finding available parking 
spaces is about as frequent, as find- 
ing winning lottery numbers. 
Northern Essex caters to north of 
10,000 students, and thoughtfully pro- 
vides parking for roughly 300 of them 
at any given time (295 on the 
Haverhill campus alone), all of which 


are available on a first-come-first- 
serve basis. Obviously, with parking 
spaces in such short supply, parking 
can often become a struggle at peak 
class times (and by peak class times I 
mean at any given moment). In fact, it 
isn't irregular for knife fights of 
extreme hilarity to take place in the 
middle of one of the lots as five indi- 
vidual students fight for a space that 
probably wasn't open in the first place. 
With that said, you should arrive at the 
school somewhere around 3 a.m. if 
you want to get a spot within three 
miles of the college. And if you can't 
get there by that time, well... bring a 
knife. 

Parking in the winter is an 
almost impossible feat to accom- 
plish, at best. As I previously men- 
tioned, parking during the Spring and 
Fall often results in anger and hostility 
all over the place. However, parking 
during the Winter is even worse, 
namely because snow takes up half of 
the parking spaces and a 4 inch thick 
sheet of ice covers what we once knew 
as pavement, an annual occurance 
responsible for at least 800 vehicle- 
related deaths on campus by the time 
July comes around. With that said, it's 
best to park and abandon your car 
before snow starts falling and just live 
on campus straight into May, “surviv- 
ing” mainly off of a Jitters-only diet. 

“The man” absolutely hates 
NECC, but we hate him more. 
Northern Essex is all against Gov. Mitt 
Romney, a sinister being hiding within 
the Massachusetts Legislative system 
who is single-handedly crippling the 
public higher education system. This 
inexplicable hatred for Romney has 
spawned the professor striking effort 


(Must be able to lift valid weighing up to 70 Ibs) 


GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY « MEDICAL & DENTAL 
401(K) » HOLIDAYS OFF * PAID VACATIO 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MORE!!! 


NS 


Dustin Luca photo 


For those of you who are wondering, this sign says: 
“SMOKE HERE AS MUCH AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE.” 


known as Work-To-Rule, a second evil 
force working against the college at 
large namely by limiting a student's 
access to his or her professors. It's all 
very confusing, but in the end, 
Romney is intolerant of us being edu- 
cated and Peter Flynn likes white 
shirts with big red letters on them. 


There are still other things you 
should know about, like the giant man 
eating alligators that attack people car- 
rying black bookbags... But I'll save 
that for the next time I get bored. Until 
then, enjoy your college experience 
for what it is, and meet some people. 

You can find me ini the parking lot. 


*PER SEMESTER 


N COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 


* UPS Born & Leann Program guidelines app hy. 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 
UPS » 90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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New food shops open at NECC ~ 


New facilities open in 
Tech Center and 


Student Center 
By JESSICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


This year, with the opening of the 
Tech Center, and the new Student 
Center, the campus also welcomes two 
new places where students can fuel 
their minds for learning, or just get 
something to snack on. 

Returning students familiar with 
the Jitters café located in the C build- 
ing and the food shop in B-104 now 
have two more food sources to turn to. 
Across campus in the new Ourania 
Behrakis Student Center is a newly 
renovated space where there are tables 
and seating for students to enjoy their 
lunches at. 

At Jitters, students could normally 
find pastries, sandwiches, fruit and 
cereal, or purchase prepared lunch 
sandwiches. In the new~food center, 
however, they will prepare the sand- 
wich at the student’s request. 

"We also have plans to sell more 
upscale sandwiches, more of a 
Quiznos type, and hot or grilled sand- 
wiches", said Erin Bertini, Food ser- 
vice Director at Corporate Chefs, the 
meal provider on campus. Although, 
the kitchen used by Corporate Chefs 


has been in use since the 70's, it still 
works fine for preparing the food nec- 
essary for Corporate Chefs to have 
available for students, according to 
Bertini.. 

When construction began for the 
new Student Center, the cafeteria in it 
was shut down, leaving only Jitters 
and the B-104 shop to buy food at. 
This cut down on a lot of the foods 
they offered because they did not have 
the materials needed to make items 
such as warm breakfasts in the smaller 
space. 

Corporate Chefs also has hopes to 
lean towards serving more hot foods 
familiar to what the service was like 
before the construction, even though 
their biggest sellers are always the 
prepackaged on-the-go items, accord- 
ing to Bertini. 

With the cafeteria now reopened, 
Corporate Chefs are confident in the 
continuing success of Jitters. 

"Jitters has always been the win- 
ner, and our pizza shop in B 104 defi- 
nitely held its own this year, but we 
usually cannot tell how we will do 
until 3 weeks," said Bertini. 

This year, Corporate Chefs hopes 
to incorporate more flavored coffees 
and a cappucino machine to the new 
center, according to Bertini. 

_ "Jitters has always been most pop- 
ular, not only because of the location, 
but also because: of the coffee shop 
feel,” said Bertini. 


| Hi! My name is Jessica, and I 
jam the new News Editor for the 
Observer. This is my second year at 
NECC as a Journalism major, and 
I'm pretty much here building up a 
istrong foundation to transfer to a 
four year college. Last 
|semester, you might have 

jseen some of my pieces in 

(the paper as a contributing 

“reporter. 

| — I like all kinds of 

imusic except for country 

‘or classical, and my 

favorite TV shows are 

|The OC, Grey's Anatomy, 

and Laguna Beach mainly 

‘because it reminds of my 
‘hometown in California, 

which is where I spend 

most of my summers. 

_ My main goal is to not 

‘bore you with news that 

‘you don't care about, so 

ifeel free to send any sug- 


400 students and 350 
parents from Salem, 
NH visit NECC 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


A combined total of nearly 750 
parents and 7th grade students from 
Salem, N.H.'s Woodbury School vis- 
ited the Haverhill campus Sept. 2 for 
Woodbury's annual “Connections” 
event. 

Held annually since 1994, the 
event focuses on strengthening rela- 
tionships, connection skills and self- 
esteem in parent-child relationships, 
along with giving students a taste of 
what college life has to offer. 

“We help teach parents how to 
parent and we tulk to kids about 
studying, being safe home alone, and 
a bit about sports and being strong,” 
said Joyce Hatfield, Secretary at 


NECC hosts 


gestions or comments about the} 
news section to the Observer. So, I 
hope everyone the news section and 
has a great semester! 


Woodbury, who was partly responsi- 
ble for organizing the event. 

The event included multiple 
workshops and seminars, including 
an assortment of topics ranging from 
being home alone to relationship 
advice for students, drug use aware- 
ness and teenage sexuality awareness 
workshops for parents and additional 
workshops for parents and students 
to attend together. 

According to Hatfield, planning 
for the event this year started in 
January and was a long, drawn out 
process, but was worth it in the end. 

Catering the event with lunches 
and beverages was Corporate Chefs, 
the meal provider at Northern Essex. 
According to Erin Bertini, Food 
Service Director at Corporate Chefs, 
the event is taken as preparation for 
the year ahead. 

“We do this every year, so it's 
gotten really easy,” said Bertini. 
“This is how we start off every year.” 

According to Eagle Security 


Jitters © / 
E ' : 
Room C-111 
_ Monday-Thursday Breakfast sandwiches, . 
| 7:30 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. __ pastries, fresh fruit, cereal, When entering the 
| 5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Prepared sandwiches, sal- Spurk building, head 


ads, desserts, snack 
items, Starbucks coffee, 
specialty drinks, bottled 
beverages. 


Friday: 
7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


towards the lobby. When 
facing the main 

entrance, Jitters is on 

the left. 
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conse 


HOURS INCLUDES 
Room B-104 
| Monday-Friday Breakfast sandwiches, 
| 7:30 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. __ pastries, fresh fruit, cereal 
| 5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. fresh pizza, hot subs, 
Friday ae Bees sandwich- 
/ 2. : es, salads, desserts, snack 
a ot items, hot and bottled 
beverages. i 


When entering E or B 
building, proceed to the 
first floor and head 
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ard 


HOURS MENU INCLUDES LOCATION 


Cyber Cafe | 
Full service breakfast and 
lunch grill, breakfast 
pastries, fresh fruit, cereal, 
specialty sandwiches, 
made to order daily 
specials, desserts, 


hot and cold beverages. 


Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. 2:00 p.m. 


When entering the 
Student Center, proceed 
to the second floor. All 
methods of reaching 
second floor lead direct- 
ly to the Cyber Cafe. 


oe 


: 
: 
; 
f 
E 
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E 
gE 
E 
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: 
ia 


Technology Center : 


HOU MENU INCLUDES LOCATIO 
i : First floor 
| Monday - Friday Prepared sandwiches, 


| 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. pastries, desserts, 
snack items, hot 
and cold beverages 


| 


When entering the Tech 
Center, follow all first- 
floor hallways to where | 


across from stairway on 
central hallways. 


“ANAM IORN LORAIN ONEIERRNC OD SIBSENNCONSOCCOEN PEE MOEEONCCEI NREL ICES 


s ‘Connections’ event 


Second Shift Supervisor Bill Blouin, 
the event is held on the same Friday 
every year, and is more organized 
year after year. 

“Everybody knows where they 
are going,” said Blouin. “The topics 
are very well thought, and even when 
they leave, there's a time and a place 
to go.” : 

For parents and students, the 
event is taken as not only an educa- 
tional tool but also a way to strength- 
en relationship bonds. 

“T get to learn more about his age 
and how to handle him,” said Paul 
LeBlanc, father of 12-year-old Evan 
LeBlanc, who added that the event 
helped teach him how to be more 
organized, while also giving him a 
chance to see the college in full oper- 
ation. 

“It's very big,” said Evan 
LeBlanc. “It's very neat, clean, you 
know... open.” 


Dustin Luca photo 
Students populate the lawn areas of the Haverhill campus 
as they eat lunches provided by Corporate Chefs. 


they intersect. Located — 
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Storyteller to wave 
tales of World War Il 


Judith Black, one of the 
nation’s premiere storytellers, 
will weave a stunning slice of 
American life from the middle 
of the World War II years dur- 
ing a free program presented 
by Northern Essex Community 
College as part of the White 
Fund Enlightenment Series on 
Sunday, September 11. The 
Home Front will begin at 2 
p-m. in the Atrium of the 
Lawrence Campus. 


NECC to Hold 
Sessions for 
Entrepreneurial 
Training Program 


NECC’s_ Entrepreneurial 
- Training Program, a 20-week 
program designed especially 
for unemployed workers who 
want to start their own busi- 
nesses but open to all, will host 
two information sessions for 
students: who want to enroll in 
the fall program, which begins 
Tuesday, October 18 at the 
Career Center of Lowell. 

The information sessions 
will be held at the college’s 
Haverhill Campus on Monday, 
August 29 from 10 to noon in 
the President’s Dining Room in 
the Behrakis One-Stop Student 
‘Center--on the college’s 
Haverhill Campus and on 
Thursday, September 15 from 2 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Career 
Center of Lowell. 


Local students 
recieve Coca-Cola 
Scholarships 


Two Northern Essex 
Community College students, 
Islande Baptiste of Somerville 
and Valbona Ndrecka of 
Haverhill, were recently 
awarded $1,000 scholarships 
from the Coca-Cola Scholars 
Foundation. 

Through the Coca-Cola 
Two-Year Colleges 
Scholarship, the Foundation 
awards a total of 400 scholar- 
ships annually to students 
attending higher education 
institutions granting two-year 
degrees. 

“The Coca-Cola Two-Year 
Colleges Scholarship Program 
gives support and encourage- 
ment to an under-served popu- 
lation of college students,” said 
J. Mark Davis, President of the 
Coca-Cola Scholars 
Foundation, “This program is 
an extension of our long-stand- 
ing commitment to college 
education throughout the 
United States. These fine stu- 
dents, who often juggle school, 
work, and family, continue to 
give back to their communities 
through volunteer service.” 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Online form aids in Student Success 


Tech support available 
for students enrolled 
in online courses 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


This semester, nearly 2,000 stu- 
dents have registered for online 
classes, and with the factor of 
increasing enrollment each semester, 
technical support is becoming a 
necessity to student success in 
online courses. 

With technology growing, so 
does certain obstacles that make 
accessing technology difficult if a 
student does not know exactly what 
he or she is doing. 

From pop-up blockers to spy 
ware and browser restrictions, there 
is bound to be something that would 
give students a reason to be in touch 
with the Center for Instructional 
Technology. 

"We will do whatever it takes to 
give students a good experience. 


We're constantly updating, and to this 
day we have not been presented with 
a problem that we couldn't solve, but 
if they don't ask for help, we cant 
help," said Cherie Hagen, 
Instructional Media Specialist at 
Northern Essex Community College. 

The Center for Instructional 
Technology is where any technical 
support questions can be answered 
regarding your online classes. 

To get in touch with them, there 
is a form located on he Distance 
Learning site that students can fill 
out with questions or problems that 
they may be having. 

Questions can be answered in as 
soon as 5 minutes, and responses 
should never take longer than 24 
hours. The frequently-asked-ques- 
tions (“FAQ”) located on the site 
may also help solved regularly raised 
questions. 

According to Hagen, the most 
common problems that the Center for 
Instructional Technology are present- 
ed with within the first few weeks of 
school are access problems with case 
sensitive and incorrect passwords. 

The Distance Learning site is 


designed to assist 
the student in 
succeeding 
through —_ using 
most, if not all, of 
the tools needed. 

The site also 
provides links to 
virus protection 
for students, 
which is often 
something _ that 
would’ normally 
be expensive on 
the budget of a 
college student. 

There’s also 
information on 
the latest spy 
ware and how to 
go about deleting 
it available. 

"We are here 
to provide as much support as need- 
ed, we want to see everyone suc- 
ceed," said Hagen. "The hardest part 
is getting the task done, and comput- 
ers can get in the way if you are hay- 
ing trouble." 

This semester NECC is offering 


over 70 classes varying in subjects. 
Even for the student who may be 
inexperienced with computers, there 
is still the option to take an online 
course through the technical help of 
Distance Learning. 


CNN Presents: NECC graudate 


NECC alumna to 
share her story on 


national television 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


A recent graduate of Northern 
Essex Community College will be 
featured on a September 11 tribute 
episode of CNN Presents, sched- 
uled to air on September 11. 

“TI was assigned to do an hour- 
long program on September 11, the 
anniversary,” said CNN Field 
Producer Emily Probst. “You know, 
look for those stories that have good 
twists and turns that people can 
relate to.” 

According to Probst, the execu- 
tives at CNN immediately selected 
the story of 2005 NECC graduate 
Elise O'Kane to be the first of half a 
dozen stories featured on the 
episode of CNN Presents. 

The story of Elise O'Kane 
begins with the morning of 
September 11, 2001. O'Kane, a 
fiight attendant for United Airlines, 
was one of the countless frightened 
individuals in the skies as the events 
of pe 11 unfolded. See 


the tragedy as a wake-up call, 
O'Kane returned to school to 
become a nurse, and she did so first 
in her class. 

“They knew right away that 
Elise had a great story, a story that 
was very touching,” said Probst. 

At first, O'Kane was uncertain 
about being one of CNN's main 
focuses because of the attention she 
received through the previous cov- 
erage of WCVB Channel Five and 
the Boston Globe, though once the 
matter was discussed with Probst, 
O’Kane decided to share, and re- 
live, her story one more time. 

“The show is based on positive 
experiences from September 11,” 
said O'Kane. “It's not focusing on 
the tragedy of September 11. That 
was why I wasn't going to do it.” 

The story that CNN will be 
focusing on will not only shed light 
on the success of O'Kane, but will 
also celebrate the completion of the 
journey of United Airlines employ- 
ee Robert Fangman. 

“On the morning of September 
11, (United Airlines) had called out 
for reserves,” said O'Kane, adding 
that reserves are employees selected 
to fill positions on a flight that need 
to be filled, including stewardesses 
and pilots. “I tried to take (a stew- 


Dustin Luca photo 
Behavorial Science professor Maureen Dedakian- 
Eckel answers questions in an interview with CNN 
Field Producer Emily Probst. 


se 


ardess position), but I missed it by 
one minute. I sat next to this young 
kid who got called out to go on a 
trip with United, to go on a trip to 
L.A.” 

According to O'Kane, Fangman 
was excited to see Los Angeles for 
the first time upon the completion 
of his trip. Unfortunately, he found 
himself on United Airlines flight 11, 
the first plane to hit the World Trade 
Center that morning. 

“He was called out by the luck 
of the draw, and the fact that I was 
off by one minute put him on that 
flight,” said O'Kane. The next day, 
she was planning on taking CNN 
with her to Los Angeles. “I am 
going to complete his trip. I just got 
a new pair of wings. I'm going to 
wear them, and then when we get 
there, I'm going to give them to 
(Fangman's) mother. ” 

CNN will be more focusing on 
not the completion of Fangman's 
journey, but instead on the success 
O'Kane received after changing her 
career to the medical field and grad- 
uating first in her class at Northern 
Essex, with a 3.89 grade point aver- 
age. 


Dustin Luca photo 
O’Kane walks along the walkway behind the Spurk 
building, as CNN film crews shoot footage. 


Footage for the episode was 
filmed over the course of three 
days: First, on July 11 in the com- 
fort of her own home, where she 
was asked questions regarding 
everything from the chaos in the 
airplane cockpit that morning to 
how it felt to achieve what she has. 
Filming then continued on the 
Haverhill campus on July 12, where 
film crews shot various footage of 
O'Kane walking around the Spurk 
Building and ‘sitting on various 
benches. 

Following that, Probst inter- 
viewed Behavorial Science 
Professor Maureen Dedakian-Eckel 
about what it was like to have 
O'Kane as a student in the class- 
room, while also lightly discussing 
psychological reasons behind 
O'Kane's change her 
career. 

After that, CNN flew out to Los 
Angeles, California with O'Kane to 
complete Fangman's journey and, in 
the process, the segment that will 
feature O’ Kane. 

The episode of CNN Presents 
featuring O'Kane will air on 
Sunday, Sept. 11 at 8 p.m. 


choice to 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


As last refugees 
escape, New Orleans 
turns to its dead 


NEW ORLEANS, La. (AP}— 
With the last weary refugees res- 
cued from the Superdome and con- 
vention center, New Orleans turned 
its attention Sunday to gathering up 
and counting the dead across a 
ghastly landscape awash in perhaps 
thousands of corpses. 

No one knows how many peo- 
ple were killed by Hurricane 
Katrina and how many more suc- 
cumbed waiting to be rescued. But 
the bodies are everywhere: hidden 
in attics, floating in the ruined city, 
crumpled in wheelchairs, aban- 
doned on highways. 

“I think it's evident it's in the 
thousands," Health and Human 
Services Secretary Michael Leavitt 
said Sunday on CNN, echoing pre- 
dictions by city and state officials 
last week about the death toll. 

Craig Vanderwagen, rear admi- 
ral of the U.S. Public Health 
Service, said one morgue alone, at a 
St. Gabriel prison, expected 1,000 
to 2,000 bodies. 

“We need to prepare the coun- 
try for what's coming," Homeland 
Security Secretary Michael 
Chertoff said on ‘Fox News 
Sunday." “We are going to uncover 
people who died, maybe hiding in 
houses, got caught by the flood. ... It 
is going to be about as ugly of a 
scene as I think you can imagine." 


Pennsylvania 
changes maze of 
blue laws to allow 
Sunday sales 


CAMP HILL, Pa. (AP) — 
Enjoying a cold beer is getting a lit- 
tle easier in Pennsylvania this holi- 
day weekend, but only a little. 

Under new state laws in effect 
this weekend, Jim Yaple, president 
of Westy Beer Distributor, is among 
800 distributors now allowed for 
the first time to sell beer by the case 
on Sundays _ in the afternoon. 

Still in place, however, are 
many of the state's oddball beer- 
sales laws. For instance, consumers 
who want to drink a frosty one at 
home basically have two choices _ 
either pick up a case from a distrib- 
utor like Westy or get no more than 
two six-packs _ nothing larger _ 
from a tavern or restaurant. 

“IT was for Sunday sales, but I 
also want to see a 12-pack or a 15- 
pack or an 18-pack for distributors 
to sell,” Yaple said. 

Still, while he and the state's 
other distributors want the addition- 
al business from being open on 
Sundays, Yaple worries the state is 
headed toward further blue-law 
changes that might hurt his bottom 
line. 

“I think that eventually, down 
the road, we're going to see beer in 
grocery stores," Yaple said. 
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Security guard fired 


Continued from Page I 

The second guard, employed by 
Eagle for two years and described as 
“exceptional” by Beal, claimed he , 
saw his coworker in the window of 
the Observer newsroom while enter- 
ing the Fitness Center on patrol. 

Beal explained the guard was in 
the newsroom telling his associate, 
“"You have no business up here ... 
you can't be on the computer.’ Him I 
believe, because he has been so 
good,” said Beal regarding the sec- 
ond guard involved with the incident. 
“He has been put in a position of 
trust many times ... that's why he 
was not fired.” 

According to Beal, more than 
faith is required before campus secu- 
rity is entrusted to new _ hires. 
Applicants agree to a sex offender 
and criminal offender record check, 
commonly called a SORI and CORI 
respectively, in addition: consent to 


random drug screening and inquiry 
with previous employers. 

Then, says Beal, the new hire 
spends a day or two alone with him. 
“You have to get a feeling with the 
guy you're hiring,” he explains. 

The fired guard “came back 
clean,” according to Beal. However 
he was hired while Eagle was wait- 
ing for his CORI results. 

The CORI check can take a 
month, according to Beal. It is stan- 
dard practice within the contract 
security industry, provided the nature 
of the facility is not “sensitive” like a 
nuclear plant, not to wait for the 
CORI if all the other screens are 
good, explains Beal. 

When asked about the reasoning 
behind hiring the guard before all 
checks returned, Beal said, “(We) 
couldn't do it, can't operate that 
way.” 

Contract security by nature has a 


“big turnover,” Beal explains, wait- 
ing a month for a CORI result is not 
feasible in the industry or for a 
potential new employee. 

Beal said a new hire is never 
assigned to a sensitive area. He 
explains he would be “very sur- 
prised” if a new hire's CORI came 
back negative when all the other 
screening was positive. 

“Tt has not been a problem,” said 
Beal. 

Future access to the Observer 
newsroom doors in room C-222A 
and C-222B will be through the 
access of a keyless locking system 
restricted to Observer staff only. 

When asked if he was satisfied 
with the way campus security han- 
dled the situation, Luca said, 
“exceedingly.” 


NECC graduate 
dodges hurricane 


Alumnus stranded in 
Austin, Texas after 


running from Katrina 


By DUSTIN LUCA 
Editor 


NECC alumnus Mark Demeo, 
while preparing for college at Loyola 
University in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
found himself on the run from 
Hurricane Katrina and, in the end, 
stranded in Austin, Texas. 

“When (New Orleans) got reports 
of the storm, he didn't know what to 
do,” said Ernie Greenslade, director of 
public relations at Northern Essex, ina 
recent phone interview. “His dad said 
to get out of there, to get out of the 
storm. So, he drove out to Texas.” 

According to Greenslade, Demeo 
left for New Orleans, set to arrive at 
Loyola for a series of orientations on 
August 18. After hearing about the 
record-setting category five hurricane 
heading straight for New Orleans, 
Demeo left with friends for Austin, 
Texas, and has since found himself 
stranded there in a local motel. 

Luckily for Demeo, the school he 
was planning on attending this fall is 
one of 28 Jesuit Colleges in the coun- 
try. According to Greenslade, the net- 
work of Jesuit Colleges is mainly 


VISIT: Www.1-800- 


DETAILS. TUNES AND THEITUNE 
INC ALA RIGHTS RESERVED. Al 


composed of reli- 
gion-based uni- 
versities that take 
pride in a “tradi- 
tion of academic 
excellence”. 

“They are 
independent, but 
connected,” said 
Greenslade. 
adding that the 
Jesuit network 
includes Boston 
College and Holy 
Cross. 

To help stu- 
dents who 
planned to attend 
Loyola find 
places to go for 
the semester, col- 
leges within the 
entire Jesuit net- 
work have 
offered to take in 
Loyola students 
as “visiting stu- 
dents” and to 
transfer accumu- 
lated credits to 
Loyola University in the Spring. 

“Tt's_ difficult,’ said Greenslade. 
“His priority has to be to get back 
down there.” 

According to Greenslade, 
Demeo's current plans involve travel- 
ing to Florida with the help of his 


Tune in to what the Army National 
Guard has to offer: 100% Tuition 
Assistance, $20,000 Student Loan 
Repayment, and up to $10,000 
Enlistment Bonus. It’s called serving 
your community part-time while 
getting full-time benefits. Visit 1- 
800-GO-GUARD.COM/MUSIC today 
and get 3 tunes from iTunes! 


OMPOTER, 


brother, a truck driver. 

Demeo, originating from 
Wakefield, MA, graduated from 
Northern Essex Comm. College in the 
Spring of 2005 with honors from the 
Journalism and Broadcasting program 
and also often wrote for the Observer. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Saddam's family 
lawyer wants more 
time to review case 
before trial opens 


AMMAN, Jordan (AP)— 
Plans to hold former Iraq president 
Saddam Hussein's trial next 
months gives too little time to his 
defense team to prepare his case, a 
family lawyer complained Sunday. 

Britain-based lawyer Abdel 
Haq Alani also complained that 
Saddam's defense attorneys are 
being kept in the dark on charges 
against him and doubted that the 
trial would start on Oct. 19 as 
announced by Iraqi officials. 

The Iraqi Special Tribunal has 
accused Saddam in the 1982 mas- 
sacre of 143 Shiite Muslims in 
Dujail, a town north of Baghdad, 
after a foiled assassination attempt. 
If found guilty, Saddam could 
receive the death penalty. 

Iraq's government spokesman 
Laith Kubba said seven co-defen- 
dants from Saddam's regime-would 
also face trial. They include: 
Barazan Ibrahim, intelligence chief 
at the time and Saddam's half 
brother; former Vice President 
Taha Yassin Ramadan; and Awad 


Hamed al-Bandar, at the time a | 


Baath Party official in Dujail, 
Kubba said. r 


Air Force to send 
300 home from Iraq 
and Afghanistan 
for hurricane 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP)}—Hundreds of U.S. airmen 
are swapping the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan for a fight much clos- 
er to home _ helping their families 
and home base recover from the 
fury of Hurricane Katrina. 

Some 300 airmen will start fly- 
ing home over the next two weeks 
to Keesler Air Force Base in 
Biloxi, Miss., which was directly 
hit by the devastating hurricane 
and had much of its housing and 
infrastructure wiped out. 

“We've got a vested interest in 
getting back there and getting 
things running," said Master Sgt. 
James Riley, 39, who arrived just 
six days at the U.S.-run al-Udeid 
Air Base in the Gulf state of Qatar. 

“That's where our homes are, 
that's where our families are," said 
Riley, a native of Tacoma, Wash., 
whose wife and three children have 
taken shelter in a school on the 
Keesler base. 

Unlike the returning airmen, 
U.S. Marines and soldiers from the 
Gulf Coast won't have their 
deployments in Iraq cut short. 

The Louisiana National 
Guard's 256th Brigade Combat 
Team, which was preparing to go 
home later this month, will be stay- 
ing in Iraq despite a request from 
their commander to return to sup- 
port hurricane relief efforts. 
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A technological Yosemite 


Presence of technology 
a growing problem at 


Yosemite National Park 


By DENIS CUFF 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 
(KRT) 


Mike and Anne Usher yearned 
for quiet, scenery and relief from 
the hubbub of city life when they 
made their annual trek to this valley 
of giant granite walls and water- 
falls. 

They didn't expect satellite tele- 
vision service in their Yosemite 
Lodge rooms. 

"You come up here to experi- 
ence nature,” said Mike Usher, rest- 
ing on his lodge room porch after a 
family hike. "TV makes this more 
like an ordinary place. I don't like 
ue 

Yosemite Lodge, a short walk 
from the spray-whipped base of the 
world's  fifth-tallest waterfall, 
hooked up its rooms this year to 
television, with mixed visitor 
reception. 

Wireless computer service also 
has debuted in centrally located 
areas of the lodge, the largest in the 
park. 

Some critics see the change as 
striking a loud and sour note in a 
place that conservationist John 
Muir called the "grandest special 
temple of nature I was ever permit- 
ted to enter." 

Many visitors, however, say the 
addition of basic conveniences is 
overdue in a world-renowned vaca- 


tion spot for some 3.4 million visi- 
tors annually. 

"It was a pleasant surprise. I 
like it," said Rick Reynolds, a San 
Leandro, Calif., truck driver, on a 
recent visit. 

He and his family watched 
CNN while resting on their beds in 
the afternoon after a hike. 

"We're in a lodge. We're not in a 
tent. It's a way to relax at night," 
said Reynolds. "A little television 
indoors doesn't take away from my 
experience enjoying the scenery 
heres 

Plugging the lodge into televi- 
sion, an American cultural fixture, 
at Yosemite, an American scenic 
fixture, occurred this year with lit- 
tle fanfare. It's another example of 
how technology connects people to 
distant places. 

Guests in rooms at the south 
rim of the Grand Canyon have 
tuned in to television since the 
early 1980s. 

But lodge rooms in Yellowstone 
and the Grand Teton national parks 
do not have television, say park 
service and lodge representatives. 

Yosemite has a mixed 
approach. 

The stately Ahwahnee Hotel for 
years has had television in its 99 
rooms, which cost $379 a night. 
The rustic 104-room Wawona 
Hotel, which features antique furni- 
ture and wide verandas, has no tele- 
vision or phones in rooms. 

"The Wawona is like a step 
back in time. Television doesn't fit 
with the experience guests are 
looking for there," said Ken Karst, 
spokesman for DNC Parks and 


Resorts at Yosemite, the company 
awarded the concession to operate 
lodging and restaurants in the park. 

But at the 245-room Yosemite 
Lodge on the busy valley floor 
where rooms cost between $113 
and $162 a night in summer, the 
change requested most often on 
visitor guest cards was the addition 
of television. 

"We are responding to public 
demand for television," said Karst, 
"but we also want to educate peo- 
ple.” 

The new 17-channel system in 
lodge rooms has a heavy dose of 
nature and educational channels in 
a lineup that also includes CNN 
and American Movie Classics. 

Major networks are not includ- 
ed, although guests can watch net- 
work programs and sporting events 
in a common lounge. 

"Our guests can always choose 
not to turn it on," said Karst. 

But Anne Usher, a guest there 
last month, said it can be hard to 
resist the temptation to turn on the 
television. 

It also can be hard to avoid 
family arguments about whether or 
not to hit the on button, she said. 

Usher and her husband don't 
have a television at their home. 

At Yosemite, they played 
Monopoly in their room while 
winding down after a hike. 

Other guests welcomed the 
television. 

Erik Haasjes, a tourist from 
Amsterdam, said it was nice to 
catch up on soccer and general 
news in Europe. 

"We want to know what's hap- 


The NECC Top Notch Players invite you to 


William Shakespeare’s 


A Comedy 


Sunday, September 11 at 6:00 
in the Top Notch Theater 


No experience needed. 


KRT photo 


Programming depicting the history and beauty of the 
park are among the limited viewing choices at the 
Yosemite Lodge in Yosemite National Park, California. 


pening in Europe and the world," 
said Haasjes. 

The National Park Service had 
no objections to the television ser- 
vice, said Adrienne Freeman, a 
Yosemite Park ranger. 

"Yosemite Park belongs to the 
citizens of the world," said 
Freeman. "It doesn't belong to the 
park staff. It's not our job to tell 
people what to watch." 

Likewise, she said, the Park 
Service approved of DNC adding 
equipment so guests using central 
meeting rooms in the lodge could 
get high-speed wireless Internet 
access, known as WiFi, on their 
personal computers. 

The Yosemite Lodge also has 


For further infomration contact Jim Murphy or Susan Sanders in C317C, 
call 978-556-3374 Or e mail us at jmurphy@necc.mass.edu or ssanders@necc.mass.edu. 


kiosks for guests without comput- 
ers to access the Internet for a fee. 

Vacationing business people 
want to contact work sites, and 
youngsters want to e-mail their 
friends, lodge employees said. 

WiFi is a basic necessity to 
Arthur Debowski, a Yosemite Park 
intern, because most modern cell 
phones cannot get service in 
Yosemite Valley. 

"If I was a tourist, I might see 
the WiFi as an intrusion in a place 
where people come to get away 
from it all," said Debowski. "But i 
need the Internet to do banking and 
stay in touch with my friends and 
family." 


uditions 
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Leaders of tomorrow prepare today 


NECC program 
helps to build 


distinguished leaders 


By Kim DEPIERO 
Features Editor 


It may look like an ordinary 
jacket, but it's not. It's symbolic of 
a struggle towards self-confidence 
and achievement. 

The NECC navy blazer is a dis- 
tinguishing feature of Presidential 
Student Ambassadors, envoys rep- 
resenting the college in the Student 
Leadership and Development 
Program. 

The program helps students dis- 
cover leadership skills while devel- 
oping a leadership style compatible 
with strengths and personality traits 
that are uniquely their own. The 
program consists of educational 
workshops and a practicum of com- 
munity service designed to foster 
the confidence necessary for suc- 
cessful endeavors over a lifetime. 

“Everyone has a seed of leader- 
ship.” said Assistant Dean of 
College Life and Healthy Living 
Nita Lamborghini, adding that 
confidence helps nurture the dis- 
covery. 

“We really teach our students 
that leaders come in all shapes and 
sizes. The stereotype of the leader 
who's the dictator, who's the guy at 
the top ... companies don't even 
function that way anymore. Things 
are much more collaborative and 
working relationships are much 
more group oriented in the way 
people get things done. It's much 
more horizontal than vertical,” said 
Lamborghini. “You don't have to 
be an extrovert.” 

Personality almost becomes 
secondary when leadership is 


peeled to core traits, explained 
Lamborghini. The traditional model 
of leader-the “Jack Welch, CEO 
stereotype”- is still there. But she 
argues “you could also name just as 
many leaders, people of influence, 
that are shy, quite, reserved.” 

Recent graduate Katrina Hobbs- 
Hawkins said she was certain of her 
leadership potential because of pre- 
vious volunteer work with HIV and 
AIDS outreach but was less certain 
about “the type” of leader she was. 

“IT saw myself as a leader before 
[Leadership Development] because 
of an active roll in community ser- 
vice. But I was very quiet. I didn't 
want to come out of my comfort 
zone as much. The program shook 
me out of that 
shell,” said 
Hon bebasa— 
Hawkins. 

Seen Daec) 
described in 


opening a faith based residential 
school for teens struggling with 
additions, can only benefit from her 
equally certain no-nonsense defini- 
tion of leadership. 

“T think a leader has the balls to 
stand up ... having the courage to 
open your mouth and feel like your 
voice makes a difference, that's 
what makes a leader- and kind of 
going through the program con- 
firmed that,” said Hobbs-Hawkins. 

“Companies want leaders,” 
said program institutor Mary Ellen 
Ashley 

Ashley, senior vice president of 
Enrollment Management and 
Student Services said, “particularly 
at the community college, if you 


we rer 


Particularly at the community college, if you 


was the truth ... I was so unsure of 
myself,” said Brothers. 

Brothers, interested in nutrition 
and education, started an exercise 
program about 18 months ago tar- 
geting senior members of the com- 
munity. She is still actively engaged 
in the program held in the Fitness 
Center. 

She is passionate about the 
importance role community service 
played in her own success. 

“What I realized- more impor- 
tant than anything- is doing. Doing 
is so much more important than 
anything on paper. The doing is 
what gave me the confidence and 
the ability to become a leader. 
Because you can know something, 
but if you 
don't know 
how to apply 
it- what 
good is it?” 
Sale 


one word what Want to get the students connected and you ___ Brothers. 

aig ae = want to help develop them for future jobs, E se se 
i ‘ eee a one of pro- 
“Opportunity, leadership is a big area. To Ee 
she said. The -Mary Ellen Ashley priately 
opportunities | Paiste em 
were numer- “Emerging 
ous, according Leaders”, 
to Hobbs- moves into 


Hawkins, “one event seemed to led 
to another,” she said. 
A noteworthy 


event, said 


Hobbs-Hawkins, was Legislators : 
Day last March where she served as’ * 


guest speaker. The event allowed 
her to mingle with Massachusetts 
Legislators, posing for photographs 
and accepting business cards. 
Though she admits to being self- 
critical, the experiences “build your 
confidence,” she said. 
Hobbs-Hawkins is no longer 
uncertain of her leadership style, 
which she describes, “more coach 
than boss.” Her long-range plan; 


area. 
“=<The practical application of 


want to get the students connected 
and you want to help develop them 
for future jobs, leadership is a big 


” 


leadership skills that are transfer- 


“able to the workplace is a goal of 


the program. A community service 
component provides “a chance to 
test the waters in a protective envi- 
ronment,” said Ashley. 

Practicing leadership was the 
experience 2003 grad Doreen 
Brothers attributes to her success. 

“IT always saw myself as a fol- 
lower-whether that's good or bad- it 


the practical application of leader- 
ship right from the start, requiring 
15 hours of community service. 
Additionally, workshops relevant to 
goal setting, time and stress man- 
agement, interviewing, communica- 
tion and conflict resolution are also 
included. 

Phase two, known as 
Presidential Student Ambassadors, 
allows students a greater level of 
leadership by becoming envoys, or 
representatives of NECC, serving 
the college community on and off 
campus. 

A highly competitive job market 


Supporting women in nee 


NECC’S Womens 
Network helps 
women aid each other 


By Mary CLAIRE EDWARDS 


Contributing Reporter 
The Women's Network at 
Northern Essex Community 


College is a group composed of 
women who support each other, 
share ideas and give advice. 

The mission of the Women's 
Network is to provide a one-stop 
source for women within NECC 
and the external community who 
would like to explore career and 
educational opportunities, enhance 
their self-esteem and provide sup- 
port for each other. 

The Women’s Network began 
in 1992 by a non- traditional stu- 
dent who was returning to school 
after several years. Joan Petrakis 
found that she needed a support 
system to help ease the transition to 
student; her petition was what got 
the program started. 


Ginny Anderson, Coordinator 
of Career Exploration in the Career 
Development Center, has been the 
coordinator of the Women's 
Network since 1999. 

“T absolutely love it,” said 
Anderson. “ I find I get so much 
gratification from helping the 
women.” : eae 

Networking is done through a 
variety of free of charge workshops 
such as Women and 
Self-Esteem 
Understanding 
Personality Type, 
and Choices where 
career direction and 
courses of study are 
explored. 

In August they 
held an information- 
al fair at the Bentley 
Library on _ the 
Haverhill campus 
for women consid- 
ering or actually returning to 
school. Attendee Sandra Burnham, 
who was recently laid off when her 
job was outsourced, was impressed 
with the atmosphere and the enthu- 


siasm of the Women's Network. 
“Even if you didn't return. to 
school, the support and encourage- 
ment that you receive can make a 
difference,” said Burnham. 
Jo-Anne Guillet, a single moth- 
er of a 13 year old son, spoke to. the 
women at the fair about how she 
came to be involved with’ the 
Women's Network by attending her 


first informational fair last summer. 


-Sandra Burnham 


Guillet started at NECC last fall. 
“T felt so alone and I knew that 
it was good resource for women to 
support each other,” said Guillet. 
“They were instrumental in my suc- 


‘sion known as 
‘Wednesday that is administered by 


Even if you didn’t return to school, the 


support and encouragement that you 
recieve makes a difference. 


cess because of the support and the 
workshops,” Guillet added. 

M.J. Rernaa, Director of Career 
Counseling, who _ co-facilitates 
many of the workshops with 
Anderson, has implemented Finally 
Friday, a weekly support group for 
women on the Haverhill campus. 
The Lawrence campus has a ver- 
Wonderful 


Gisela Nash, 
Community 
Oru ti twea ch 
Coordinator. 


Topics include 
study skills, bal- 
ancing school 


with work and 
family life, time 
management, 
staying healthy 
and getting sup- 
port and help 
from others. 
“Sign up for classes, then sign 
up for Finally Friday,” said NECC 
student Lucy Baker. “I enjoy my 
Fridays every week. Just to be able 
to talk about your week does help 


~Eittle Sprouts. 


necessitates students do something 
to make potential employers take 
notice, explains Ashley. An ineffec- 
tive argument often heard by those 
hiring include, “I'm good with peo- 
ple” and “I want to do a good job,” 
said Ashley, suggesting that such 
arguments are not what employers 
are looking for. 

Students that take advantage of 
programs are being offered jobs 
before they graduate, says Ashley. 

“They are out there practicing 
what they're learning- showing they 
know more than the average gradu- 
ate ... they see you in the jacket and 
they know you're kind of special,” 
said Ashley. 

Little Sprouts, the day care 
provider on the NECC campus, 
noticed that 2005 commencement 
speaker Lisa Cincotta was special. 
Cincotta, now an employee of the 
childcare center, also served the 
college through the Leadership 
Development program. 

Cincotta; who describes her 
experience in the program as, “awe- 
some,” served first as a volunteer at 
Like Hobbs- 
Hawkins, Cincotta felt she pos- 
sessed the roots of leadership but 
lacked the means to unleash them. 

“I had the potential to be a 
leader. I just didn't know how to get 
that out of myself. I was a little 
shy,” said Cincotta. “I feel that I can 
do anything now,” she adds. What 
Cincotta aspires to do is continue 
her education in early childhood 
development in pursuit of her pas- 
sion teaching three to five year olds. 

“Its not always easy-but it's so 
worth it in the end,” Cincotta said. 

Students interested in the 
Leadership Development Program 
may contact the Career 
Development Center or College 
Life and Healthy Living. 


and when someone gives you a 
solution, you feel much better.” 

The network also hosts a book 
discussion group that is held once a 
semester. In October, the group will 
meet to discuss “The Mermaid 
Chair” by Sue Monk Kidd. This 
hour-long session is open to women 
students, potential students, faculty 
and staff. 

Anderson said that the idea of 
the Women's Network is to help 
women succeed at the pace that 
works for them. 

“Sometimes we need to assess 
the whole situation to ultimately 
succeed. The women appreciate the 
support. They are making so many 
sacrifices,” said Anderson. “I am 
impressed with the people who 
want to help themselves.” 

Flyers are posted throughout 
both campuses for upcoming 
events. For more information about 
the Women's Network at the 
Behrakis One Stop Student Center, 
Career Planning and Advising 
Center, 978-556-3722 in Haverhill 
or in Lawrence, room L-135, 978- 
738-7486. 
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Death Cab For Cutie’s fifth 


Sept. 7, 2005 


album ‘Plans’ hits stores 


By CHRISTA LARSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


After making 
four albums for 
independent 
label Basurk 
Records, Death 
Cab for Cutie 
made their major 
label debut with 
the release of 
“Plans” on 
Atlantic Records 


recently. 

Death Cab for Cutie is an indie 
rock band that constitutes of four 
members: Ben Gibbard, Chris Walla, 
Nick Harmer and Jason McGerr. 
Formed in the Bellingham, WA area, 
these four men have recorded a total 
of five albums. Their newest is one 
that speaks to any heart that has once 
loved, yet it is not as corny or as 
basic as many typical ‘love-related’ 
albums are. 

The writing in Plans is not 
straightforward by any means, but 
instead full of similes and metaphors. 
Death Cab’s new album is one that 
can be really thought about. The 
messages might seem straight for- 
ward but inside each song is some- 
thing deeper that can be discovered 
under the lyrics. Some of the songs 
are about death and may seem kind 
of morbid but right when it seems 
utterly depressing the music will 
brighten up and can be slightly more 
cheery without even changing the 
lyrics. 

Though some of the songs can 


Celebrities dive for a 
piece of action to add 


to an existing mix 


By PAMELA SITT 
The Seattle Times 
(KRT) 


Martha Stewart has announced 
the theme song to her upcoming 
Apprentice spinoff on NBC. This is 
not to be confused with her catch- 
phrase, which remains a _ heavily 
hyped mystery that keeps me up 
nights. Yes, nights. Plural. 

Like the theme of Donald 
Trump's show—”Money money 
money mooon-eeey, money!”— 
Martha's version has lyrics that are 
"perfect for her," according to 
Apprentice producer Mark Burnett. 
The song is "Sweet Dreams" by the 
Eurythmics. I love that song, and 
now it's ruined. But more relevant, 
the lyrics include: "Some of them 
want to use you / Some of them want 
to get used by you / Some of them 
want to abuse you / Some of them 
want to be abused." Hmmm, inter- 
esting choice. If I were going to be a 
contestant on that show, I would be 
afraid. Very afraid. 

Elsewhere, American Idol judge 
Randy Jackson and So You Think 
You Can Dance host Lauren Sanchez 
are reportedly in talks to team up for 
a "Regis and Kelly"-type morning 
talk show in 2006. I have a better 
idea: "Live with Whitney & Bobby." 
Tell me that would not be ratings 
gold. It was a sad day when "Being 


seem depressing, one song in partic- 
ular gives hope to the broken hearted: 
“Someday You Will Be Loved”. The 
lyrics tell a girl that she will be loved 
one day, which in truth is something 
that most people feel and this reas- 
surance in the song is nice and posi- 
tive. 

It has been two years since their 
last album, Transatlanticism. 

The band has been official since 
1998 and their albums aside from 
Plans and Transatlanticism include 
The Photo Album, We Have the 
Facts, We’re Voting Yes, Something 
About Airplanes and You can Play 
these Songs with Chords. 

Slowly but surely the band has 
become more and more successful. 
Each album has resulted in more suc- 
cess and more fans, not to mention in 
the past few years, the TV show the 
OC has helped with the bands popu- 
larity. Starting with the character 
Seth Cohen proclaiming his admira- 
tion for the band in the first season, 
to actually performing in the latter 
half of the second season. 

In recording this album the band 
did things a little differently. They 
recorded all the songs on the East 
Coast, in a little barn in Mass. Also, 
one of the other members of the 
band, Chris Walla, has an original 
song besides the usual Ben Gibbard 
songs. Though the band did an exten- 
sive world tour in 2004, they are 
going back on the road later this 
Sept. On Oct. 17th Death Cab for 
Cutie will be coming to the Orpheum 
Theatre in Boston. 


Reality TV abominations 


Bobby Brown" ended. It's not right 
and it's not OK. 

Moving on CBS _ has 
announced the teams that will com- 
pete on its upcoming The Amazing 
Race: Family Edition (premieres 9 
p.m. Sept. 27, CBS). I'm totally 
against children being on reality TV, 
and in some cases, children in gener- 
al. The second IJ hear, "Dad, are we 
there yet?" it's over. 

And now for the week in review: 


ROCK STAR: INXS 

People always e-mail me asking 
why I don't watch this show. Well, 
for starters, it's on three times a 
week. I can't commit. But for an 
update, let's go to rabid fan/chief 
correspondent Steve Howard in TV 
Addict's Madrona bureau: "There is 
one chick named Jordis. ... She's got 
dreads but she's kind of hot. And 
when she sings, it's like the passion 
explodes out of her face. I'm rooting 
for her to lose though because I 
think her career as her own artist 
would rock. I mean, INXS isn't like 
the Stones. They had a couple of 
really good albums and then noth- 
ing. The show is good (expletive)." 
Steve! This is a family newspaper!! 
You're fired. (10 p.m. Tuesdays and 
9 p.m. Wednesdays, CBS; 8 p.m. 
Sundays, VH1) 


TARADISE 

Tara Reid on terrorism: "If all 
the mean people want to be mean to 
each other, (they should) buy a coun- 
try together and just blow each other 
up. ... Like, don't kill innocent peo- 
ple for no reason. It's not fair." 
[Crickets.] Five minutes later: "I. 


Courtesy photo 


The four members of the band Death Cab for Cutie released their fifth album 


“Plans” August 30. 


Need. Booty." Annnd she's back. (10 
p.m. Wednesdays, E!) 

THE GIRLS NEXT DOOR 

Bridget buys a puppy because it 
looks like her cat. "I tried from the 
time (the cat) was a little baby to get 
her to walk on a leash and she was 
not having it. I've learned after I've 
had her for eight years now that she's 
never going to act like a dog, so I 
want the next best thing, which is a 
dog that looks like her." Really? It 
took eight years to figure that out? 
People like Bridget should not be 
allowed to have pets. (9 p.m. 
Sundays, E!) 


LAGUNA BEACH: THE REAL 
ORANGE COUNTY 

Jessica: "Are you sleeping at my 
house or not?" 

Jason: "Yeah. I don't wanna talk 
about it." 

Jessica: 
Jason?" 

Jason: "About the situation." 

Jessica: "What's the situation, 
Jason?" 

Jason: "Drop it." Jessica: "Well, 
can you tell me what the situation 
is?" 

Jason: "No. Drop it!" 

Jessica: "Why can't you tell me 
what the situation is?" 

Jason: "Because I don't want to 
talk about it." 

Jessica: "Why not?” 

Jason: " 'Cause I said so." 

Jessica: "So? I don't care." 

Jason: "You're so annoying. I'm 
sick of you." 

Are we sure this show's not 
scripted? Sigh. I miss high school. 
(10 p.m. Mondays, MTV) 


"Talk about what, 


Drama club 


prepares for fall 


Director seeking 
campus talent from 
NECC student body 


By CHRISTA LARSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The first production of the year 
from the Top Notch Theatre will be 
William Shakespeare’s “Comedy of 
Errors.” Auditions are going to be 
held Sept. 11 at 6 p.m. The Top Notch 
Theatre is open to the every student 
that attends this college. 

The requirements to be involved 
in a production are that the auditioner 
must be taking at least one course at 
NECC. Full time and part time stu- 
dents are all welcome to the same 
advantages. No experience is neces- 
sary for auditions. 

Theater professors Jim Murphy 
and Susan Sanders run the Top Notch 
Theatre and both help out with casting. 

“Quality is sometimes better, not 
necessarily talent. Everyone and any- 
one can learn what to do and can 
make it happen to a degree,’ Murphy 
said. 

What someone has to bring to the 
stage—‘their spirit, energy, intelligent 
interpretations of the script,” Murphy 
said—all have impacts on whether or 
not one would be casted. One thing 
that is important for a participant to 
have is availability. Being involved in 
one of these plays takes a lot of com- 


mitment. 

In “Comedy of Errors” a cast of 
about 20 parts total will be filled, but 
being involved does not have to end 
with being casted. According to 
Murphy, anyone who can paint, sew, 
or is talented in any artistic way are 
always needed to help build sets and 
help with costumes. 

“This program gives students 
opportunity to try something they have 
never tried before. It’s a great way to 
become a part of the college commu- 
nity and to make friends. It’s a good 
way to start making this school feel as 
if it’s yours,” said Murphy. 

Along with “Comedy of Errors”, 
the theatre will be producing their 
winter production, “Christmas Carol.” 
In the Spring, Arthur Miller’s “All My 
Sons,” and in May they expect to have 
a weekend of student-directed One Act 
Plays. 

To get everyone in the spirit of 
plays, on Friday, Sept. 16th at 4 p.m. 
there will be a performance of William 
Shakespeare’s “Taming of the Shrew” 
on the front lawn of the main entrance 
of the library. This performance is a 
“Commedeia dell’Arte”, meaning 
comedy of art form. It’s very funny, 
broad physical comedy that will be 
open to the public. Admission will be 
free. During the summer, this produc- 
tion was staged at Salem State and, 
this time around, will include two of 
Northern Essex former students that 
are now theatre majors at Salem State, 
Paul Melendy and Duncan Jenner. 
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Seaon premiere for 
Fox The OC airs 
Sept. 8 at 8 p.m 


By CHRISTA LARSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


As Northern Essex Community 
College embarks on a new semester, 
Fox’s The OC begins a new season. 
Starting two months earlier than sea- 
son two last years The OC premieres 
Thursday, September 8th at 8 p.m. 

Last May, The OC ended in quite 
the cliffhanger: Marissa shot Trey. In 
the last scene of Episode 24, “The 
Dearly Beloved”, Trey is collapsing. 

With this, many questions are 
raised. Did Marissa kill Trey? If so, 
whats going to happen to Marissa? 

Also, in the last season, Caleb 
died from a heart attack. Kristen, who 
was suppose to stop drinking, goes 
off the deep end and gets completely 
drunk at her fathers funeral. Her hus- 
band, Sandy, and the rest of her fami- 
ly decides that it would be best for her 
to go into rehab. Hopefully, rehab 
will fix Kirsten’s drinking problem, 


or she could come back home and has 
to deal with normal life making hef 
fall back into old habits. 

In the past two years, The OC has 
been a huge success on television. 
Taking right off from the first season, 
the writers of the hit TV show defi- 
nitely keeps the plot fresh. The first 
season ended with the Seth and Ryan 
leaving, leaving Marissa pining over 
Ryan, and Summer heartbroken over 
Seth. 

Ryan left because he supposedly 
got Theresa, an old friend from home, 
pregnant, and Seth ran away because 
he was so upset about Ryan leaving. 

The OC took a more scandalous 
approach this year, so it’s hard to 
imagine what going to be happen this 
season as most of the Orange 
County’s life has turned upside down. 

As for the love triangles, it seems 
as though everything was getting 
back to normal. Despite the fact that 
Marissa shot Trey, her and Ryan seem 
to be getting back to normal. 

Only nothing is ever normal 
when it comes to Ryan and Marissa. 

In Episode 23 of season 2, “The 
O. Sea” where Ryan goes back to his 
hometown of Chino to talk to his 
brother Trey, he runs into Theresa. 


Theresa makes sure that Ryan doesn’t 
come inside her house. 

’ Inside her house, her mother is 
holding her baby and says that the 
baby is starting to look “more and 
more like the father everyday”. 
Hopefully the third season will bring 
answer to who the father of the baby 
is. If it is Ryan, his and Marissa’s 
relationship could be jeopardized 
once again. 

Seth and Summer seem okay for 
now. During their prom, Zach took 
over the comic book and Seth knew 
he had to be with Summer. 

A surprising reunion in the last 
episode, Marissa’s father comes back 
from Hawaii and with Caleb out of 
the picture, he goes right into 
Marissa’s mother Julie’s arms. Maybe 
Marissa will finally get her whole 
family back together as one big happy 
family and her home life will finally 
be relaxed. She really has enough on 
her mind as it is. 

There is a lot to look forward to 
this upcoming season. Many ques- 
tions will be answered and I’m sure a 
lot of shocking surprises will also 
ensue. 

After all, the last two seasons of 
The OC haven’t let us down. 


KRT photo 


Kanye West returns with second 


album: ‘Late Registration’ 


By DAN DeLuca 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 
(KRT) 


What’s more tedious than a multi- 
million-selling- rapper spending his 
second album bragging on his great- 
ness and complaining that everyone is 
out to get him? 

Nothing. 

How good is Kanye West? 

So good that even though the 28- 
year-old, white-hot hitmaker spends a 
healthy chunk of his intensely antici- 
pated “Late Registration” (3 stars) 
boasting and bellyaching, it nonethe- 
less confirms his status as hip-hop’s— 
and. therefore, pop music’s—treigning 
Lord of the Manor. 

In case you’ve been living under a 
rock rather than listening to the Roc— 
that’s Roc-A-Fella, the label that 
released his Grammy-winning “The 
College Dropout” in 2004 _ West is the 
man behind the curtain, the wizard that 
gangstas and popsters, from Beanie 
Sigel to Britney Spears, go to in hopes 
he’ll bestow upon them a Top 10 hit. 

And he’s the fiercely determined 
artist who scored his first hit last year 
with “Through the Wire,” recorded 
with his jaw wired shut after he 
crashed his Lexus and nearly died. 
Ever since, he has seen his star steadi- 
ly ascend. 

He doesn’t look like a hip-hop 
heavyweight. 

Rappers are supposed to show off 
bulging muscles and bandannas, a la 
50 Cent. Or at least insolent stares in 
the manner of Eminem, whose current 
tailspin neatly parallels West’s rocket 
rise. But West—whose first name is 
pronounced KAHN-yay and means 
“the only one” in Swahili—sports Izod 
shirts and was raised middle-class on 
Chicago’s South Side. He is the only 
son of an English-professor mother 
who split up with his marriage-coun- 
selor (and ex-Black Panther) father 
when “Ye was 3. 


In a genre where doing jail time 
can be a canny career move, West’s 
perceived lack of hardship was seen as 
an impediment. After dropping out of 
Chicago State in 1999, writer-producer 
West steadily scored hits for rappers 
including Cam/’ron, Sigel and Jay-Z 
with a trademark style that often 
involved speeding up samples of old 
R&B hits. But his Roc-A-Fella 
taskmasters were reluctant to let him 
take the mike. 

As he remembers it on 
“Registration’s” “Touch the Sky”: 
“They thought pink polos would hurt 
the Roc.” 

When West finally got a shot, he 
made the most of it. “The College 
Dropout” sold 3 million and ran off a 
series of hits: “Through the Wire,” “All 
Falls Down,” and the particularly. bril- 
liant gospel-rap rouser “Jesus Walks.” 

He was a near-unanimous -critics’ 
pick -as artist of the year last year, 
which made his annoyance when 
Gretchen Wilson was chosen best new 
artist at the American Music Awards 
understandable, if obnoxious. “I was 
the best new artist this year, so get that 
other (nonsense) out of here,” he mod- 
estly, if profanely, insisted. 

That outburst offered another key 
to Kanye: At first, he may not appear 
so tough, but check the nothing-can- 
stop-me look in his eyes. “Dropout” 
brandished a surfeit of hip-hop chutz- 
pah, going so far as to turn a reference 
to high mortality rates among black 
urban males into a cocky celebration. 
(“We wasn’t supposed to make it past 
25. The joke’s on you, we still alive!’’) 

“Late Registration” is suffused 
with West’s world-conquering ambi- 
tion. His skills as a beat-maker have 
more than earned him the respect of 
the hard-core hip-hop heads, as evi- 
denced by guest appearances by rap- 
pers Jay-Z, Nas and the Game. The lat- 
ter appears on “Crack Music,” which 
builds an argument for gangsta rap as 
one positive byproduct of crack 
cocaine’s invasion of the ‘hood in the 


“80s. Give us lemons, we'll make 
lemonade. 

But there’s an unabashed pop side 
to West, too. “Registration” includes 
guest spots from Adam Levine of 
Maroon 5 and Jamie Foxx, who does 
his best Ray Charles on “Gold 
Digger,” another song about covetous 
women that, surprisingly, isn’t com- 
pletely stupid. 

And his chief musical collaborator 
on the disc is Jon Brion, who has 
worked with Aimee Mann and Fiona 
Apple. Brion aids the auteur in giving 
tracks such as “Addiction,” which fea- 
tures a haunting sample of Etta James’ 
“My Funny Valentine” overlaid with 
strings, a stunning combination of 
rhythmic force and stylish grace. 

Those two sides of West give his 
music its frisson, and make him such 
an intriguing pop star. 

But despite its weaknesses, 
“Registration” still easily triumphs 
over any sophomore jinx. It’s packed 
with potential singles—look for the 
sugary-sweet “Hey Mama” round 
about Mother’s Day. And most impor- 
tant, he shows he has the capacity to 
grow. 

That's clear on the two versions of 
"Diamonds From Sierra Leone." 

The first, which is included as a 
bonus track, is a straight-up celebration 
of Roc-A-Fella's greatness, fueled by a 
Shirley Bassey-sung James Bond 
theme song and West's trademark 
cockeyed wit: "Take your diamonds 
and throw ‘em up like you're bulimic." 

The second, which West recorded 
after his friend Q-Tip tipped him on the 
bloody cost of war-torn Sierra Leone's 
diamond industry, sets West to think- 
ing about race, the global economy, 
and moral responsibility. His belief 
that "It's in a black person's soul to rock 
that gold... Spend ya whole life trying 
to get that ice" gets complicated by the 
realization that "over here, it's a drug 
trade, we die from drugs over there, 
they die from what we buy from 
drugs." 
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“| was through with bad boyfriends when | 
met this great guy: my e-mail emoticon.” 


Move IT PEOPLE! s 
IT 6°97 COMIC Book, y= 
1? BUY Cee, 


a 


GET of ~~ ™ 
YOUR FREAKIN 
BARBIe PHONES) - 


lEAcK OFF 
OR TLL Force-Feep 
- TR fe Sa" gee 


(fue Lede Sercccer 


Following in the skid marks of their parents, 
kids get caught up in “tricycle rage.” 


SES 


“Sorry. 
should be directed to my attorney.” 


LIFE IN 
KELL 


L TRIED 
COMPLAINING. 


I TRIED 
WITHHOLDING, 


I TRIED 


I TRIED 
BADGERING. 


TL TRIED 
ScovwinG. 


Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Liquor container 

6 Tucker’s 
partner? 

9 Old English 
county 

14 Tori Spelling’s 

dad 


15 Self-image 

16 Pay tribute to 

17 Santiago’s land 

18 Bill's partner? 

19 Boredom 

20 Product logos 

23 Villa d’__ 

24 Dutch cheese 

25 Funny folk 

27 Headliner 

30 Some circuits 

35 Opportune 

37 Kind of school 

38 Place 

39 Omit in 
pronunciation 

40 Buzz 

41 Actress Verdugo 

43 Promos 

44 One who 
performs 

46 Reveres 

47 Picked 

50 Singer Johnny 

51 Require 

52 Brent Spiner 
character 

54 Harrow blade 

57 Common 
special effect 

62 Mexican ciao 

64 Chicken/king 
connector 

65 Narrow crest 

66 Contract 
components 

67 Malde __ 

68 Piggish sound 

69 Double curves 

70 Pea package? 

71 Gives the eye to 


DOWN 

1 Bit of info 

2 Cowardly Lion 
portrayer 

3 Puccini song 

4 Mended with 
melted metal 

5 Struck with a 
bent leg 
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oO N 
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6 Developed into Solutions 
7 Frankenstein’s 
[s|3[i{o|o Ma 


assistant 
8 Constant reader |1|H|/O|N|S] 
9 That lady 
10 Like Abe 
11 Motels’ 
predecessors 
12 Decisive defeat 
13 Quaker State BEBE 
port 
21 Astor or Martin 
22 __ qua non 
26 Used the VCR 
27 Place 
28 Diacritical mark 
29 Out of whack 
31 Gush forth 


[H[O[N[O|H iO) 
32 Massenet work BE 


33 Ancient 
characters 

34 Hidden loot 48 Earnings 

36 Shelf 49 Playwright 

40 Car light Albee 

42 Finding 53 Main part of 

45 Fifths of a fin body 

46 First 54 See regularly 
grandfather 55 March 15, e.g. 
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BICKERING, 


BUT NOTHING 
COULD SAVE THE 
RELATIONSHIP 
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56 Letter opener? 

58 Bread spread 

59 Rocker Billy 

60 Fairytale 
baddie 

61 Snares 

63 Draft org. 
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A growing trend in work fashion 


Between college and 
executive lies 


‘Dusiness casual’ 


By SARAH SABALOS 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


(KRT) 


You're a recent or soon-to-be col- 
lege grad who lives in flip-flops and 
hoodies. Your laundry is sorted into 
piles of "dirty," "filthy" and "griev- 
ous skankage." You have the luxury 
of wearing clothes that reflect. your 
personality all day long. 

You're so used to reflecting your 
personality, in fact, that you might 
even wear flip-flops to the White 
House, like Northwestern 
University's women's lacrosse team 
did this summer. The minor flap over 
their footwear reminds us that there 


are times to show toe cleavage and 


times to, well, not. 
For instance, you're soon starting 


- full-time work, so along with other 


lifestyle changes—"going out for a 
drink" instead of "going out drink- 
ing," for instance—you'll need to get 
hip to business dress. You're on the 9- 
to-5 train now, baby, and there's no 
getting off unless your stop is 
Somewhere in The Arts. You're 
punching a clock for The Man, which 
means Establishment drag. . 

Here's the tricky part: It's hard to 
know what will go over well in an 
office environment, because the 
dressy/casual line is blurred and 
every company is different: Some 


For Her 


— One black, knee-length skirt 
that covers your thighs when you sit. 
Spring for two more in navy or gray if 


- you can. 


— Three pairs of casual, ankle or 
top-of-shoe length pants in _ you 
guessed it _ black, navy, gray or 
brown. Don't wear them too tight. 

— One pair of khakis. 

— One pair of dark-wash jeans. 

_— A half-dozen blouses and 

sweaters in complementary neutrals. 
Cotton, silk and blends all work, but 
stay away from anything too shim- 
mery or velvety. 
Several pairs of 
black/navy/brown shoes (leather, 
vegan leather or microfiber). To stay 
on the safe side, keep your toes cov- 
ered until you see other women wear- 
ing sandals at the office. Make sure 
your shoes are comfortable _ hobbling 
around hurts your image. 

— At least two belts to go with the 
shoes. 

— Several colorful _ yet not com- 
pletely whack _ scarves. 

— A simple, conservative watch, 
even if you use your cell phone to 
check the time. 

— Grooming-wise, use common 
sense. Pretend you're going to your 
grandmother's birthday party _ natur- 
al-looking makeup, clean and filed 
fingernails, little or no fragrance. 

— Hair color can look great, but if 
you can't maintain all-over color at 
this point in your fledgling career, try 
highlights instead. 

— Women, don't wear a strapless 
top unless you put a sweater on over 
it. "I'd say ‘Wear your Sunday best,’ " 
said Kelly, "but nowadays, from what 
you see at church, that doesn't even 
hold anymore." 

— The iron, it is your friend. Also 
that cool "stretch-out-the-wrinkles" 
spray in the laundry detergent aisle. 


have taken "Friday casual" and 
spread it out over the rest of the 
week, and others, like the nearly 
8,000-employee Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield in Columbia, S.C., have dis- 
couraged dressing down. 

"Kids start working and they 
don't know what to wear," said 
Barbara Kelly, the local Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield vice president of 
human resources. "You want to get 
away from the school-sloppy look to 
a professional one." 

Before the company cracked 
down on overly casual dress, Kelly 
saw employees show up in off-the 
shoulder nightclub wear; ripped/low- 
slung jeans; a white button-down 
shirt unbuttoned to the wearer's 
navel; running shorts; and evening 
gowns. 

There's none of that now. The 
company even frowns on capri or 
mid-calf length pants, which makes 
shopping difficult in a pedal-pusher 
world. 

"We butt up against the fashion 
people all the time," said Kelly. 

They've also put the kibosh on 
denim, although, occasionally, 
employees can donate to a charity 
fund-raiser and thus buy permission 
to wear jeans for a day. 

But at companies such as Stier 
Supply, a local home-building prod- 
uct distributor, jeans are always fine, 
even if you work in the office. 

"It's very casual," said manager 
Irby Hipp, "because the salespeople 
in the office sometimes go into the 
warehouse and into the lumber yard." 
They mostly wear jeans and golf 
shirts or casual button-downs (no T- 


For Him 


— Dude, there is no such thing as 
a short-sleeved dress shirt. You need 
at least seven cotton, button-down 
long-sleeve dress shirts in white, 
light blue and conservative stripes. 
Pick up a pink one if you are so 
inclined. 

— A few polo shirts for Fridays. 

— A week's worth of dress pants 
in black and navy. 

— Several pairs of khakis (which 
you already have). 

— Several pairs of black and 
brown shoes and belts to go with 
them. 

— If the other guys wear ties, so 
must you. ? 

— A conservative watch. 

— Keep facial hair and fragrance 
under control. 


General 


— Use common sense and avoid 
making a fashion statement: At a 
new job, it's smart to blend in with 
everyone else. Fly low; beat the 
radar. 

— Look in the mirror before you 
go to work. "No extra piercings, no 
obvious tattoos ... neat, clean and 
pressed," said Barbara Kelly, _ vice 
president of human resources at Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield in Columbia, S.C. 

— Check out what everyone else 
at work is wearing and lean that way 
(we never said wotking for The Man 
would be easy or creatively satisfy- 
ing). 

— If you're not sure about some- 
thing, just go ahead and ask your HR 
person. 

— If something doesn't fit exact- 
ly right, spring to have it tailored. 

— Keep your undergarments _ 
bra straps, slips, etc. _ to yourself. 

— Bare midriffs are for the 
weekend. 


shirts). 

Post No Bills, a 
merchandising/promotional market- 
ing company in Columbia, offers the 
rare professional opportunity to wear 
flip-flops (employees there tend 
toward the artistic). 

Post No Bills president Doreen 
Sullivan, who recently wore cargo 
shorts, polka-dot flip-flops and a T- 
shirt reading "Love Machine", 
believes in an atmosphere that does- 
n't stifle creativity. 

"Everyone's mindful about the 
way they dress, but it all depends on 
what they have to do that day," said 
Sullivan's assistant Jeannie 
Culbertson. "If we're meeting with a 
corporate client, we dress profession- 
ally, but if we know we're going to be 
bagging promotional items to send 
out to a client, we wear jeans, shorts 
and T-shirts." 

Kim Shark, recruiting manager at 
OfficeTeam in Columbia, said that 
businesses have become more casual 
across the board, with the exception 
of law firms, some banks and top 
accounting firms. (Although you 
should always wear a suit to job 
interviews.) 

"The larger the organization, the 
more likely it is that employees still 
dress to the nines," she said. "It is the 
rare client that we work with that 
requires formal business attire— 
mostly it's khakis, polos, button- 
downs. 

"Nine times out of 10, people 
who interview in suits will revert 
back to business casual once they 
start the job." 


NECC Celebrates: 
Constitution Day 
September 16, 2005 


September 12-16—Literature Display-~—-Bentley Library, H 
Friday, Sept. 1 éth—Informational Display~~Spurk Building Lobby, H 


Friday, Sept. 14th, |2—1PM Conversations with Supreme Court 
Justices-—E 155, H and L240, L 


This video-cast will focus on why we need and have a Constitution, 
what federalism is, how implicit and explicit rights are defined, and other 
conversations about the Constitution featuring Sandra Day O’Connor 
and Stephen Breyer. 


Wednesday, Sept. 2ist, 12—1PM Follow-up of Conversations featur- 
ing the NECC Contemporary Affairs Club—Spurk C-203, H 


These events are sponsored by NECC College Lite & Healthy Uxing Unit, Student Acsivities & Orientation 
Departmen, Contemporary Affairs Club, Academic Affsirs. Division, Deparnnent of History, Government. 
Philoseahy and Economics, and the NECS Library. For more information, please contact Student Activites & 
Orientation at 278556-3731. Yo request a sign language interpeeser, please c2b F7H/S56-F597(V/TTY) 
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‘Attitude’ 


Retailers prepare for 
spike in ‘rude’ and 
‘snappy’ apparal sales 


By BECKY YERAK 
Chicago Tribune 
(KRT) 


Hi, Loser. 

No, not you. That's the slogan on 
a popular T-shirt sold to teenagers as 
part of a booming trend in "attitude" 
clothing that is‘doing exactly what it 
was designed to do: amuse the kids 
wearing them while appalling their 
parents and teachers. 

With the back-to-school shop- 
ping season in full swing, teens are 
snatching up the smarmy T-shirts 
from companies such as Happy 
Bunny, which features a cute cartoon 
rabbit offering commentary such as 
." You're ugly and that's sad." 

Across the country, T-shirts with 
acerbic, flirty and downright raunchy 
messages are reproducing like rab- 
bits. It's one bright spot in an other- 
wise lackluster back-to-school sea- 
son in which National Retail 
Federation forecasts that sales will 
drop 8 percent this year. 

At Wal-Mart Stores Inc., for 
instance, "attitude" tees are up 50 
percent over last year, when the 
world's biggest retailer sold 20 mil- 

-lion such units. And online, searches 
for the rude rabbit whose T-shirts 
spout such barbs as "I know how you 
feel. I just don't care" are up 558 per- 
cent in the past two months on Yahoo 
Shopping. 


clothing making the grade with teens 


The trend is alarming some edu- 
cators, who are fixing for the usual 
fights over low-rise jeans and bare 
midriffs, and now must address ques- 
tionable tees as well. 

Parents are uncomfortable as 
well: 44 percent of parents in a July 
survey said they're unhappy with the 
slogans on their children's T-shirts, 
said Britt Beemer, chairman of 
America's Research Group. 

Some blunt-spoken Happy 
Bunny messages, including "You're 
ugly and that's sad" and "It's cute 
how stupid you are," wouldn't make 


the cut at Chicago's dighland Park 


High School. 

"We consider that harassment 
and we just don't allow it," Principal 
Jack Lorenz said. 

Some adults need to lighten up 
and be more like her parents, said 
Nicole Johnson. The 18-year-old was 
sporting a T-shirt with the phrase 
"There's enough of me to go around" 
last week while shopping at 
Woodfield Mall in Schaumburg, fil. 

She wouldn't wear the shirt to 
school but said her parents don't 
object to her wearing it while she's 
out and about. 

"They just think it's a T-shirt. It's 
not like I'm a stripper," said the 18- 
year-old Wheeling, IIl., resident, who 
also has a "Two boyfriends are better 
than one" tee in her closet. 

In a larger sense, the T-shirt trend 
symbolizes both the enduring desire 
of every generation of teens to 
express itself and the modern idea 
that you can say just about anything. 
In this environment, it's not surpris- 
ing that innocent notions don't cut it 
on T-shirts. 


"Every teen retailer has cynical 
shirts because it's a generation whose 
values are almost completely cyni- 
cal," said Eric Beder, retail analyst 
for Brean Murray & Co. in New 
York. "They're so clued into market- 
ing and the wired world that they 
look at things with a more jaundiced 
eye than their parents." 

At Woodfield, both Claire's and 
Sears, Roebuck and Co. are Happy 
Bunny central. 

Claire's has a display featuring 
the ruthless rabbit's accessories, 
including notebooks, folders and lip 
balm that comes with the instruc- 
tions, "Apply, kiss my butt, repeat." 

At the Woodfield Sears, Happy 
Bunny tees came with nearly 20 mes- 
sages, including "Boys lie and kind 
of stink" and "Teachers are great. 
Whatever. Can I have an A?" 

The Hoffman Estates-based 
retailer began carrying Happy Bunny 
two years ago as a test and found that 
they were a hit, particularly with 
teens 13 to 18. "It was a ‘Wow,'” 
Sears spokeswoman Lee Antonio 
said Tuesday, noting that Sears has 
since expanded its commitment to 
the line. 

Even Disney characters have 
evolved with the times to display a 
sassier side, including a Tinkerbell 
tee pleading "Spoil me." 

"Sears has always carried 
Disney, but Disney has adapted them 
in recent years to carry attitude," 
Antonio said. 

The increased floor space for 
smarmy T-shirts hasn't come without 
its setbacks for Sears. The retailer 
pulled a Happy Bunny T-shirt from 
shelves. in Florida for said: 


"Seriously. The old people have got 
to go." 

The creator of Happy Bunny, Jim 
Benton, sees the positive in such 
flaps. "The upshot of the Sears inci- 
dent was that Sears has increased its 
orders for spring," he said. 

Happy Bunny's first big break 
came about five years ago, when teen 
retailer Hot Topic took a chance on 
the merchandise. 

The sales "were staggering,” 
recalls Carole Postal, president for 
New York-based CopCorp 
Licensing, which represents Happy 
Bunny. 

For two years, Happy Bunny and 
Hot Topic had an exclusive relation- 
ship, but then the brand branched out 
into other specialty retailers, includ- 
ing Claire's, Spencer Gifts and music 
retailers. 

"Lo and behold the demand was 
created to go a little more main- 
stream so we're probably one of the 
top-selling properties today in 
Kohl's, Penney's, Sears and 
Mervyn's," Postal said. 

Happy Bunny has more than 200 
taglines and creates new ones con- 
stantly, Benton said. 

"I don't really determine the stuff 
that's on the shelves and neither does 
the retailer," he said. "The consumers 
do. If the consumer doesn't like 
something, it disappears.” 

It is hardly the first time T-shirts 
bearing personal expressions created 
such a buzz. 

"Happy Bunny is the latest craze, 
on par with the likes of Team 
Aniston, Paul Frank and the Smiley 
Face of the ‘60s that came back in the 
90s," said Shannon Clouston, chief 


shopper for Shopping.com. Searches 
on the site for Happy Bunny in July 
2005 rose by 110 percent over the 
same month last year. 

Benton himself recalls when the 
Simpsons, the TV cartoon characters, 
caught on in the public's conscious- 
ness about 15 years ago. "Eat my 
shorts' was one of the first T-shirts 
that came out of the Simpsons and 
that was a huge scandal for about a 
week,” he said. ; 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) Younger col- 
Apis? leagues may this week 

reveal controversial: infor- 
mation or openly challenge authority 
figures. Stay emotionally detached 
from all workplace politics. At pre- 
sent, private information and hidden 
agendas may be in operation. No clear 
solutions are available: remain diplo- 
matic and avoid acting as mediator. 
Thursday through Sunday, family 
dynamics and romantic communica- 
tions may become briefly strained. 
Don't confront: hidden feelings will 
soon emerge. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Family discus- 
sions may be unpredictable 
over the next four days. 
Early this week, pay close attention to 
the minor comments from loved ones. 
Short-term financial goals, daily 
chores or new social obligations will 
soon require careful planning. Remain 
balanced and expect slow results: at 
present, close friends and relatives 
may be reluctant to provide detailed 
or meaningful explanations. Late 
Friday, an unexpected flirtation may 
trigger resentment: reserve judgment. 

June 21) Passionate 


I] encounters and home deci- 
Gemuw sions are now a strong 
theme. Before next week, 

expect loved ones to present positive 
suggestions or propose rare family 
changes. Long-term adjustments to 
lifestyle and daily obligations are 
highlighted. Remain open to quick 
group arrangements and last minute 
invitations. After Thursday, a steady 
wave of financial expansion and 


Reuer” 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 


revised workplace ethics begins. Key 
officials may be unusually moody: 
caution is best. 
ony CANCER. (June 22- 
© “July 22) Key assignments 
““_and- workplace policies 
Cancer may be abandoned over 
the next few days. After Tuesday, 
watch for older colleagues to outline 
revised strategies for productivity. 
Stay focused on job description and 
revised duties: fast changes will soon 
require detailed discussion. Later this 
week, a friend or lover may reveal a 
powerful desire to-leave stagnant 
friendships in the past. Go slow: 
addictive behaviors, repeated patterns 
and broken promises may be a central 


theme. 
Je negotiations may be 
unusually complicated this 
week. Stay well informed of current 
facts, figures or documents. Some 
Leos, especially those born prior to 
1962, may also encounter new legal 
disputes. If so, check paperwork for 
vague definitions: purposely withheld 
information will prove costly. Friday 
through Sunday highlights unique 
encounters with relatives or friends. 
Several weeks of poor communica- 
tions will soon end: remain open to all 
invitations. 


MN 


Virgo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Business or financial 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Purposeful mis- 
information or exaggerat- 
ed facts may be problem- 
atic over the next two days. Areas 
affected are group invitations, private 
attractions or hidden emotional agen- 
das between friends. Play the diplo- 


mat: this is not the right time to 
expose delicate social triangles. After 
Wednesday, controversial information 
may be revealed: remain cautious and 
wait for all to react. Later this week, 
minor financial errors escalate. Check 
facts: deadlines may be unrealistic. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Daily routines may 
hia now require careful plan- 
Librie ning. Over the next few 
days, expect loved ones to propose 
new home arrangements or-changed 
obligations. Avoid idle speculation, if 
possible: at present, complex social 
discussions may cause unnecessary 
family tensions. Wednesday through 
Friday, a long-term friend may chal- 
lenge a new relationship. Social trian- 
gles, unresolved resentments and a 
fear of abandonment are accented. 
Stay calm: your advice will prove 
vital. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
, Nov. 22) Early this week, 

new love affairs and 
Scorpe delightful attractions are 
accented. Enjoy attention from poten- 
tial friends or lovers but avoid long- 
term promises. This is a strong time 
for new romantic confidence but, for 
many Scorpios, serious commitments 
will prove difficult. If possible, reas- 
sure family members of your continu- 
ing loyalty and all will be well. After 
Saturday, rest and plan future social 
events. Friends and lovers will quick- 
ly follow your instructions: encourage 


group activities. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) Money delays 
Sagittarias™ financial planning may 


require an almost constant effort this 
week. Key officials may soon revise 
workplace methods or written agree- 
ments. Pay special attention to pay- 
ment deductions or lost wages. 
Outside income sources will be help- 
ful: begin searching for improved 
options or added security. Thursday 
through Saturday, a romantic invita- 
tion may trigger an unexpected family 
triangle. Close relatives will demand 
detailed explanations: remain flexible. 


o 
and social innuendo may 


¢ ei soon create controversy. 
Before next week, expect friends or 
new romantic partners to offer unusu- 
al facts or rare comments. Areas 
affected are failed love affairs, fast 
rejections or emotional triangles. Your 
response to previously hidden infor- 
mation may affect the outcome of new 
relationships: stay balanced. Friday 
through Sunday, ask an experienced 
relative for career or financial advice: 
key decisions may be unavoidable. 


ww Feb. 19) Long-term rela- 
¥ tionships will now offer 
Aquarius added security. Over the 
next few days, expect loved ones to 
settle home disputes or allow outdated 
fears to fade. Be expressive: public 
discussion and shared social activities 
will soon bring the desired results. 
Wednesday through Friday, avoid 
new work assignments, if possible. 
Added responsibilities will not work 
to your advantage. Pay attention to an 
ongoing competition between col- 
leagues: diplomacy will provide new 
pathways. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Group events 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 


PISCES (Feb. — 20- 
March 20) Friends and rel- 
atives may this week out- 
line new career plans or 
revised business schedules. Career 
and financial ambition are now a 
strong motivator. Offer detailed sug- 


Pisces 


gestions and watch for steady 
improvements: before next week, 
loved ones will be genuinely inspired 
by creative employment choices. 
After Thursday, a new era of romantic 
trust and emotional intimacy begins in 
all key relationships. Ask friends and 
lovers to make meaningful choices: 
clarity is needed. : 


If your birthday is this week: 
Expect dramatic improvements in 
romantic, social and home communi- 
cations over the next five weeks. At 
present, a fairly intense wave of social 
distrust and failed promises is now 
ending. Use this time to establish new 
roles with loved ones or revised 
expectations between long-term 
friends. Late November through mid- 
January also highlight sudden work- 
place changes and quick financial 
revisions. In the coming months, key 
officials will demand added dedica- 
tion. Don't hesitate: much of 2006 will 
bring uniquely creative and highly 
productive workplace challenges. 
After mid-July, expect older relatives 
and business authority figures to offer 
directions, constructive criticism and 
special permissions. Career expansion 
is healthy: remain open to fast 
improvements. 


Response to steroid 
_ use allegations getting 
_ out of hand 


; By RYAN MCASKILL 
_ Sports Editor 


The name 
Kicker Vencill 
may not set off 


alarms of 

recognition in 

“you head. 

Most people 

have never 

: heard of him, 

but they could have. 

_Vencill, of Aliso Viejo, 


lifornia, is a professional swim- 
. ‘mer who missed out on a shot to 
: “swim in the 2003 Pan-American 

‘games and a shot at the 2004 
apics because on January 21, 
he tested positive for a steroid 
-19-norandrosterone. He was 
d for four years from national 
id international competition by 
the United States Anti-Doping 
Agency. The suspension was later 
reduced to two. years to comply 
vith new rules of the international 


b 


‘<2? 


_ Vencill proclaimed that he 
never knowingly used steroids and 
‘in-May. of 2005 an Orange County 
Superior Court jury believed him. 
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Upon sending his supplements to a 
private lab to be tested it was dis- 
covered that his bottle of a multivi- 
tamin known as Super Complete 
had been contaminated with the 
steroid that he tested positive for. 
Despite being awarded $578,635 in 
damages, Vencill lost out on the 
greatest opportunity of his life, a 
chance to compete in the Olympics. 

Now compare that story to the 


national media turned to whether or 
not he is still a Hall of Fame candi- 
date. You can not deny that he has 
Hall of Fame numbers. Currently 
Palmeiro has 3,018 career hits and 
569 career home runs and if he 
plays next season he could end his 
career in a very distinct club with 
only two other players, Hank Aaron 
and Willie Mays. That is the 3,000 
hit and 600 home run club. On 


Palmeiro’s chances now that he 
cheated? What about all of the 
other players like Barry Bonds and 
Mark Maguire, who have the evil 
cloud of steroids hovering over 
their heads? If these alleged 
cheaters get voted into the Hall of 
Fame then why not vote in another 
infamous cheater in the. world of 
baseball, Pete Rose? 

Because of baseball’s failure to 


ongoing saga act on 
that is Rafael steroids a 
Palmeiro. In dark cloud 
March he went has been 
in front of con- A four year suspension for an unknown ast over 
gress, pointed swimmer involved in international com- 4™«rca’s 
his finger at the e,e ° pastime. 
congressional petition verses a ten game suspension for aerated 


panel and said 
“T have never 


a potential hall of famer playing America’s 
pastime just doesn’t match up 


lack of test- 
ing we will 


used steroids, never know 
period!” Now for sure 
four months who was 


later his face is 
plastered ~_ all 
over the news because he has been 
suspended for ten games for violat- 


ing Major League Baseball’s 
steroid policy by testing positive 
for the steroid  stanozolol. 


Stanozolol, it was reported in 
Newsday, is a “potent steroid” and 
“the probability of sabotage is 
remote and improbable.” 
Following Palmeiro’s suspen- 
sion for steroids, the talk in the 


Sunday, Palmeiro stepped up to the 
plate for the first time since return- 
ing from his 10 game suspension 
and received a mixed reception of 
cheers and boos in front of his 
home crowd. 

Where is the justice here? 

The last two decades of profes- 
sional baseball now known as the 
juiced era will test every Hall of 
Fame voter. What will happen to 


taking what 
and for 
how long. Was the1998 home run 
chase between Maguire and 
Sammy Sosa that helped volt base- 
ball back into a favorable light after 
the player strike in 1994-95 on the 
up and up? The evidence, Maguire 
and Sosa’s steroid allegations and 
Sammy’s corked bat, say no. 

Major League Baseball has got 
to come down hard on these guys if 


they are going to get the point 


Penalty must match the crime 


across. A ten game suspension or 
1/16 of the season or two starts for 
a starting pitcher, however you 
choose to look at it, it does not fit 
the crime. 

A four year suspension for an 
unknown swimmer involved in 
international competition verses a 
ten game suspension for a potential 
hall of famer playing America’s 
pastime just doesn’t match up. 

Hopefully the catch of Rafael 
Palmeiro gives MLB commissioner 
Bud Selig the leverage he needs to 
make the necessary changes to 
baseball’s steroid policy. In the 
mean time we will have to sit back 
and wait for the next big name to 
drop. 

Had Kicker Vencill been lucky 
enough to be tested under base- 
ball’s player friendly steroid policy 
he would have taken a few weeks 
off, the 2003 Pan- 
American games and who knows 
what the 2004 Olympics may have 
been like. Unfortunately for him, 
he got a contaminated multivitamin 
and got caught by a true steroid 
testing policy. 


swan in 


This. column appeared in the 
August 18-24 issue of the Haverhill 
Gazette. 


Morthern Essex Community College 
GQollege Life & Fieaithy Living Unit. 


sie 


Loam about whet’ valeble at HELE and hve fo 
while dri it Boe Givengst! 


Wednesday, 
Sept. 2ist 
11AM - 1:30PM, 


Gutside Dimitry Building 


Lawrence Campus 


For mare formation, please contact Student Acbyitiee & Onentation a1 97 B/b56-37 34 
Beoneored by the College Lite & Hwalthy Living Unit, a Division of Enrotiment Management & Stusent Services 
Te request a sign Winiguege interpreter, plamee call 478/558-3907 VITTY. 
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Knights capture state title in 
extra innings comeback thriller 


Knights win state 
title but lose region 


title game 
By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 
a The atmos- 
: phere - was 


electric as the 
two best teams 
in Division 3 
met to decide 
the junior col- 
lege state title. 

First seed 
Northern 
Ei aS a Sore oe 
Community College (20-4) hosted 
second seed Massasoit Community 
College. Due to poor field condi- 
tions at NECC, the games was 
moved to Whittier Vo-Tech High 
School on May 10. Northern Essex 
won the season series with the num- 
ber two seed, 2-0. But the play-offs 
are a different kind of monster. 

Screams of, “No one make the 
last out,’ resonated from the 
Northern Essex bench as Massasoit 
held on to an 11-5 led and the 
Knights were down to their final 
three outs in the bottom of the 
ninth. The number one ranked 
offense in all of division 3 was 
ready to come alive. 

Co-Captain Adam Del Rio led 
off the ninth by getting hit by a 
pitch. Three straight singles by 
Derrick Deranian, Waldo Solano 
and Alvaro Bido plated two. 
Following a fielder’s choice and a 
sacrifice fly, Bobby Pope and Jeison 
King singled and a Chris Anderson 
double would tie the game at 11 and 
send it into extra innings. 

Still tied at 11 in the bottom of 
the eleventh inning, Pedro De La 
Rosa singled to start the inning. A 
sacrifice bunt, hit batter and a single 
would load the bases for Del Rio. 
Massasoit would then changed its 
defense to a strange five infielder, 
two outfielder set. 

With one out, Del Rio lifted a 


Head coach Kerry Quinlan (left), and assistant coach Ray 
McDonald (right) accept the State Championship trophy from 


fly ball to right field. 
De La Rosa tagged 
up from third and 
scored, giving the 
Knights a 12-11 vic- 
tory and the state 
title. 

“All I could think 
of was getting a ball 
to lift to the out- 
field,” said Del Rio. 
“You know this team ; 
just never gets down » 
and this win proves 
nea 

The wild finish 
would be the perfect 
ending to a wild 
game. Chris 
Anderson took the 
hill for the Knights in 
the title game and 
pitched well to start. 
Massasoit managed 
three runs on four 
hits to take an early 
3-1 lead. The 
Knights run came on 
a De La Rosa double 
that plated Bido in 
the bottom of the sec- 
ond inning. 

Things fell apart 
for the Knights in the 
fourth inning when Massasoit 
exploded for five runs and took an 
8-1 lead. Head coach Kerry 
Quinlan could be heard from the 
stands when he called his team 
together after the inning, saying, 
“This is your wake up call!” 

Strong defense turned in by 
Massasoit kept the Knights off the 
Board until the seventh when Pope 
knocked a solo homerun to make 
the score 8-2. In the bottom of the 
eighth inning the Knights closed the 
gap with a three run burst. 

Del Rio and Deranian singled to 
open the eighth. Following a 
Solano walk, Bido was hit by a 
pitch to force in a run. A Jason 
Olsen sacrifice fly scored Deranian 
and De La Rosa followed with an 
RBI single to pull the Knights with- 
in three at 8-5. 

Massasoit would strike back in 
the top of the ninth with a three run 


NECC athletic director Sue MacAvoy (middle).. 


home run that left the Knights in the 
11-5 hole heading into the ninth. 

The late offensive heroics made 
a winner out of Knights ace Ryan 
Mooradian, who overpowered 
Massasoit, throwing two scoreless 
innings of relief and striking out 
four in the process. There was no 
way Mooradian was going to let all 
the heroics go to waste either. 

“Tt would have killed me to let 
these guys down after that,” said 
Mooradian. “The adrenaline was 
really pumping out there at first. 
You wait for chances like this. It’s 
the best game I’ve ever been 
involved in.” 

“All the credit goes to the kids. 
They just don’t give up,” said Head 
Coach Kerry Quinlan. 

With the state title in hand, the 
Knights then made their way to 
Massasoit. Community College in 
Brockton, Mass, who hosted the 
regional title tour- 
nament. Despite 
being the number 
‘one seed again and 
being favored to 

win, things did not 
unfold the way the 


Knights would 
have liked. 
The Knights 


would drop a game 
early in the tourna- 
ment that would 
put their backs 
against the wall. 
The Knights came 


_ back strong to 
» pound Holyoke 
College 21-13 


behind a stunning 
10 RBIs by Ryan 
Mustapha, who had 


& * wees a grand slam, a 
Courtesy photo three-run homer 
and a. three-run 
double despite 


playing with a 
taped hand injured 


in the state tournament. Solano 
added a two-run homer and both 
Pope and Pedro De La Rosa had 
four hits as Northern Essex collect- 
ed a season-high 26 hits. 

This would set the stage for 
another NECC vs. Massasoit clas- 
sic, but this time Massasoit would 
come out on top 2-1. 

For a team that averaged about 
10 runs per game and led NJCAA 
Division 3 with a .412 batting aver- 
age this season, the one-run output 
was far from the norm. Despite hav- 
ing a couple of great scoring oppor- 
tunities, the Knights were unable to 
deliver. 


Courtesy photo 


The Knights of Northern Essex hold up the State Championship throphy after a stunning 12- 
11 extra inning, come from behind win against rival Massasoit. , 


as 


Ny 

“We had a couple of great * 
opportunities and we just couldn’t 
make them,” said Quinlan, whose 
club finished 22-7. “We had the 
bases loaded, we had second and 
third. What it comes down to. is- 
pitching and defense. As good as 
our hitting is, it always comes down 
to pitching and defense. They made 
the defensive plays when they need- 
ed to.” 

Despite the sour ending, the 
season was one of the best in NECC 
history. It is only the third state title 
and second regional final appear- 
ance for the baseball program at 
Northern Essex. 


2004-05 NECC Baseball Team 


Final record: 22-7 


NJCAA best offencive team (.412 team average) 


NJCAA Mass. State Championions 


NJCAA Region 21 finalists 


NJCAA Division 3 All-Americans 


Second team 
Adam Del Rio 
Chris Anderson 


NJCAA Division 3 All Region 21 team 


Adam Del Rio 
Jeison King 
Ryan Mooridian 
Ryan Mustaphia 
Chris Anderson 
Honorable mention 


Pedro De La Rosa 
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The resurrection of soccer 
at NECC has now begun 


New soccer club 


looks to bring soccer 
back to NECC 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


In 1991-92, the Northern Essex 
Community College men’s soccer 
team was a finalist for the state title. 
Now there is no soccer program to 
speak of at NECC, but that could 
change thanks to Lenny Cavallaro, an 
adjunct faculty member in the 
English department. 

A self proclaimed soccer-holic, 
Cavallaro is taking the first steps to 
reintroduce NECC to soccer by start- 
ing a new soccer club this fall. 

“Soccer is such a diverse game 
and with the diverse population of 
NECC it should take off,’ said 
Cavallaro 

The club will be available for 
men and women at NECC and will 
consist of “friendly” scrimmages 
against nearby colleges. If there is a 
respectable tum out then the regular 
meetings will be arranged and the 


first match could take place in early 
October. The club will use one of the 
various fields on NECC’s Haverhill 
campus. 

There will be an information 
meeting on Sept. 8 at 3 p.m. in the 
lobby of the Sports and Fitness 
Center for any one who is interested 
in the soccer club and the other fall 
sports, men’s and women’s cross 
country and women’s volleyball. All 
participants will be required to fill out 
a “soccer questionnaire” sheet and to 
have a physical examination, or have 
had one in the last ten months. The 
soccer questionnaire consists of basic 
soccer questions including last com- 
petitive soccer played, but also ques- 
tions about a person availability and 
will be used to determine when the 
club will begin to meet regularly. 

If a team can be fielded, scrim- 
mages against other NJCAA region 
21 teams like Quinsigamond and 
Bunker Hill Community College 
could follow. 

The soccer club is just the first 
step in returning soccer to the varsity 
level at NECC, according to 
Cavallaro. 

“Tf we can get 16 men or women 
this year and say 11 return next year, 
you add in some incoming freshman 


and a real soccer coach 
and there could be a var- 
sity team here again in 
no time,” said Cavallaro. 

“We are always 
looking to expand the 
athletic program here at 
Northern Essex,” said 
NECC Athletic Director 
Sue MacAvoy, who is 
making every attempt to 
get the soccer club off 
the ground. 

The soccer club will 
not be the only way soc- 
cer is coming back to 
Northern Essex in the 
future. For the spring 
semester, Cavallaro is 
planning a one credit 
physical education soc- 
cer elective. The course 
will run for eight weeks 
on Tuesday and 
Thursday from 12:15 
p.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 
will focus more on a 
variation of soccer 
known as futsol. 

Futsol is a form of soccer that is 
played indoors and uses a low bounce 
soccer ball. Played widely in Latin 
America, Europe and much of Asia, 


New sports season 
is set to begin 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


With the strong end to the 2004- 
05 sports season, thanks to the NECC 
baseball team, the 2005-06 season 
looks to continue the winning ways 
when it gets underway with some 
new additions and a new attitude. 

The fall season looks to start 
strong with men’s and women’s cross 
country and women’s volleyball. 
The men’s cross country team is 
coming of a strong season in which it 
sent four runners to the NJCAA 
national meet in Rhode Island. The 
women’s volleyball team struggled 
to field a team for most of the season 
but early interest this season from 
some returning players is a good sign 
for the Knights. 

The State Champion baseball 
team is in action this fall but in a non- 
official practice season. The team 
plays various other schools in scrim- 
mage type games that do not count 
toward anything. The season is used 
as a form of spring training for the 
team in preparation for the upcoming 
Varsity season in the spring. 

Aside from varsity sports this 
fall, there will also be a new soccer 
club forming for men and women. 
Adjunct faculty member Lenny 
Cavallaro will over see the club and, 
if there is enough interest from the 
student body, then a men’s and/or 
women’s varsity soccer team could 
be right around the corner for NECC. 

On Sept. 8, all of the fall sports 
will be meeting at 3 p.m. in the lobby 
of the Sports and Fitness center for 
an information meeting. For those 
unable to attend the meeting, all of 
the information is available by con- 


tacting NECC Athletic Director Sue 
MacAvoy in the Sports and Fitness 
Center. 

The men’s and women’s basket- 
ball teams will be getting started later 
in the fall season. The men’s team 
fell just short of the state tournament 
last year and will have head coach 
Darren Stratton back after he took a 
year off for reasons relative to per- 
sonal health. The women’s team has 
a new head coach and is looking to 
rebound from a disappointing sea- 
son. 

In addition to the State 
Champion baseball team, the spring 
season will see the addition of a new 
varsity sport. Men and women’s 
track and field will be starting up 
once coaches can be found. 

Aside from new teams and 
coaches, the athletic department is 
changing slightly. The Sports and 
Fitness center has a new look with 


Ryan McAskill photo 
The front of the Sports and Fitness Center has added 
some flair to help entice NECC athletes to step inside 
and have a look. 


the addition of banners of the various 
varsity sports now hanging in front 
of the building. Currently work is 
being done to improve the condition 
of both the baseball field and basket- 
ball court. All of this is being done 
with hope that it will attract athletes 
from NECC to come and join the 
teams. 

“The men’s teams have always 
been strong but the women’s teams 
have lacked support,” said MacAvoy. 
“T know there is interest because I’ve 
had women come up to me and ask 
about joining the teams but that usu- 
ally happens in the middle of the sea- 
son, so there is nothing I can do but 
try to spread the word earlier.” 

With the word being spread 
early, one can only hope the athletes 
on NECC campuses hear the call. 


Ryan McAskill photo 


Lenny Cavallaro, holding out a futsol ball, is a self proclaimed 
soccer-holic who is looking to bring soccer back to NECC with 
a soccer club this fall and a futsol course in the spring. 


futsol has not caught on widely in the The reintroduction of soccer has 


United States, but it is played here. begun at Northern Essex. All that is 
As aresult of that, the course is one of needed to bring soccer back to life is 
the first of its kind in the country players. 

because it focuses mainly on futsol. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) What is the only sports facility 
to host the Super Bowl, World 
Series and NCAA basketball Final 
Four? 


2.) Which college basketball team 
won both Final Fours played at 
that facility in 1992 and 2001? 


3.) Name the baseball commis- 
sioner whose first and last initials 
were the same. 


4.) What rookie manager won the 
World Series in 1987? 


5.) Who won three baseball MVP 
awards in the 1980s? 
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a ge oN 
A large focus in the planning of the Technology Center 
was the inclusion of multiple “Smart Classrooms”. 


ee 


fae, 


NECC students make use of the new Advising Center, 
located on the second floor of the Student Center. 


The Technology Center, constructed on top of a hill, stands visible from most | 
areas of the Haverhill campus. 


x | 


Students line up to register for classes and go about either paying for the class- The new Cyber Cafe, equipped with nearly a dozen 
es or establishing the financial aid necessary for some. computers, caters to the needs of students. 


BY: 


The college Book store, previously located in trailer A final part of the construction of both buildings focused on the addition of walk 
outside of the Student Center, returns home. ways to provide handicapped access between the two buildings. 


=e 


All photos by 
Dustin Luca 


